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Kate Rusby 

THE Backed by her band of top folk musicians. 

MARLOWE sun 10 apr 

THEATRE marlowetheatre.com cbkgfee) 01227 787787 (bkg fee) 



“Britain’s 
m ° st Popular 
female folk 
singer.” 

THE GUARDIAN 












Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of €2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST£799! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override,; 

+ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty# Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 


CALL 01245 396910 


This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website do es not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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Why should we care for 
May’s PCC elections? 


IT IS fair to say the jury is still very 
much out on the effectiveness, or 
otherwise, of the police and crime 
commissioner role. 

There is no denying that it has 
achieved at least one of its aims - of 
providing a high profile figure for the 
public to engage with on policing 
matters. They may not be able to 
alter operational aspects - that 
remains tightly controlled, quite 
rightly, by the chief constable - but 
wider issues now have a target. 

Yet, it is, right now, something of a 
poisoned chalice. Not only does it 
catapult many into the public 
eye to the extent they forget 
they can become a target for 
negative as well as positive, 
stage-managed, headlines (are 
you listening Ann Barnes?) but 
the police budget is, in real 
terms, in steady decline. And 
no-one really wants to be 
the face of yet more 
cuts. Any politician 
wants to spend to 
show intent. That’s 



a nigh-on impossibility right now. It’s 
more a case of spreading a decreasing 
amount of jam over a wider slice of 
toast. Which is hardly appetising. 

So where does that leave us? 
Hopefully, it will make us engage this 
time with the electorial process as 
May’s vote approaches. Some 84 per 
cent of us couldn’t be bothered to 
turn out last time. 

Your politics will, inevitably, make 
you lean towards a particular candi¬ 
date, but what is most essential is that 
we all think long and hard about how 
we want the framework of our 
policing structured. 

You may not care much for 
the role - you may never have 
seen the point - but better you 
influence it than ignore it. 
Over the coming weeks, we’ll 
be covering the build-up and 
profiling the candidates to help 
you make the right 

choice. The county’s 
safety, after all, 
affects every 
single one of us. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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SEASIDE COACH HOLIDAYS 


BOURNEMOUTH RUNNER from £199pp* 


Enjoy 4 nights in Bournemouth on a half board basis in 2016. 
Arrival date: SINGLE DOUBLE 

8th Mar 16 £205 £410 

15th May 16 £250 £480 

18th Jul 16 £265 £505 


NEWQUAY EXPRESS 


from £425pp* 



r EASTBOURNE FLYER 

from £190pp*^ 

Enjoy 4 nights in Eastbourne on a half board basis in 2016. 


Arrival date: 

19th Feb 16 

SINGLE 

£220 

DOUBLE 

£420 



18th Mar 16 

£230 

£440 



4th Sept 16 

£260 

£490 

j 


V 




J 


Short breaks and holidays in Newquay on a half board basis. 

Arrival date: NTS SGL 


12th May 16 
10th Jun 16 
15th July 16 
8th Aug 16 
6th Sep 16 


DBL 

£425 £650 

£480 £785 

£425 £645 
£510 £845 

£480 £795 



TORQUAY TORNADO 


from £240pp* 


Relax with 4 nights in beautiful Torquay on a half board basis in 2016. 

Arrival date: SINGLE DOUBLE 

28th April 16 £240 £450 

9th Sept 16 £260 £495 



LEAVING ON A JET PLANE? 


MARGATE 

RAMSGATE 

BROADSTAIRS 

BIRCHINGTON 

WESTGATE 

SANDWICH 

DEAL 

DOVER 

FOLKESTONE 

HERNE BAY 

WHITSTABLE 

FAVERSHAM 

CANTERBURY 

ASHFORD 

Heathrow 

gatwick 








Get there with no drama, hassle, 
fuss or parking. Simply book a 
seat on our shuttle and board at 
one of our pick-up points. 


travelling alone? 

£40pp/single £75pp/return 

going together? 

£65pp/single £120pp/return 


Call 01843 823007 / 01843 823700 
or visit www.connections4you.net 

Airport Connections 


Enjoy a day out with no driving, no parking and entrance fees included 
meaning you can give your family your full attention all day long! 

AiKnAKf OonilOAtiAnC Call 01843 823007/01843 823700 
nil |J\si l II ICl/UUI IO orvisitwww.connections4you.net 
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Will conviction thwart 
landlord’s PCC vote bid? 



By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


A QUESTION mark continues to 
hang over property magnate 
Fergus Wilson’s ability to stand in 
this May’s police and crime 
commissioner elections. 

The former landlord, who is 
selling off his Ashford and 
Maidstone property portfolio for 
£250 million, has announced his 
intention to run as a candidate, 
despite holding a previous 
conviction for assault. 

The conviction relates to an 
incident in 2013 when he was 
found guilty of assault by beating, 
after hitting an estate agent in 
Folkestone following a row. 

He was fined £1,500. 

Electoral Commission guidance 
for potential PCC candidates states: 
“You cannot stand for election if, on 
the day of your nomination, and on 
polling day you have ever been 
convicted of an imprisonable offence. 

“This disqualification applies 
even if you were not actually 
imprisoned for that offence, or the 
conviction has been spent.” 

Common assault can carry a 
six-month jail term. 


However, Mr Wilson claims 
advice given to him states he will 
be able to run in the election on 
May 5, as his conviction did not 
carry a sentencing of more than a 
year in prison. 

He told KoS: “I’ve been told the 
process for election works exactly the 
same as MPs, it’s if you’ve been 
convicted of a crime carrying a mini¬ 
mum sentence of a year or more. 

“People are welcome to com¬ 
plain, but the only people who will 


complain are those who feel they 
are front runners for the election 
and feel they need to get me out of 
the picture.” 

The deadine for nominations is 
April 7, Mr Wilson has been one of 
the most high-profile candidates as 
this early stage with extensive 
advertising campaigns in the local 
media - including Kent on Sunday. 

While his rivals representing the 
main parties - such as the 
Conservatives and Ukip - preferred 


not to be drawn into whether Mr 
Wilson should be allowed to stand 
or not, his inclusion on the ballot 
paper would likely generate 
publicity, both good and bad, for 
the office. When Ann Barnes won 
the first election in 2012 she did so 
on a turn-out of just 16 per cent. 

She has so far refused to 
comment on her intention to stand 
again. 

This year’s election takes place 
on May 5 alongside local elections. 


A249 at Bobbing returns to 
normal after major repairs 


Why if you own a Ford 
Escort or Cortina you 
should step up security 


CLASSIC vehicle owners are being 
urged to invest in security equip¬ 
ment after a spate of crimes across 
the south east - with Kent particu¬ 
larly badly hit. 

The International Association of 
Auto Theft Investigators (IAATI) 
says the trend to target the vehicles 
started in 2015 has shows no sign of 
slowing. 

Dr Ken German, communications 
director at IAATI UK, and a former 
British Police rally champion, said: 

“A recent Home Office report 
highlighted the threat and already in 
2016 we’ve seen modern classic 
vehicle thefts across the UK. 

“Criminal gangs are targeting 
1980s classic cars, but also motor¬ 
bikes, vans and campervans. The 
south east, and Kent in particular, is 
the hotspot, probably due to the 
speed at which vehicles can be 
moved out of the country to Europe 
and beyond. 

“Models such as Cortinas and 
Escorts were changing hands for a 


few hundred quid a decade ago, but 
as their numbers have dwindled they 
have become increasingly desirable. 
I’ve heard theories that they might 
be being stolen for banger racing or 
parts, but I suspect it’s all about the 
resale value. Enthusiasts and 
collectors will pay thousands, 
sometimes tens of thousands of 
pounds for a nice example. 

“When you add in the fact that 
most don’t have the security systems 
that come as standard on modern 
cars, you can see the attraction for 
criminals. 

“Classic vehicle owners need to 
react, first by dismissing the idea 
that ‘it won’t happen to me’ and 
second by taking practical steps to 
protect their asset. 

“Alarms, engine immobilisers, 
tracking devices and the new DNA 
invisible markings can all be wise 
investments. Bear in mind you 
should always opt for insurance 
industry and Thatcham listed 
products.” 


THE Sheppey-bound section of the 
A249 at Bobbing is expected to be 
fully re-opened this weekend after 
a burst water main forced it to be 
closed almost four weeks ago. 

Motorists have faced delays and 
diversion after the leak which then 
saw sinkholes form along the road 
between A2 Key Street and 
Bobbing near Sittingboume. 

Both lanes were back in action in 


PHOTOGRAPHERS sending in 
pictures for use on our Images of 
Kent page now have the chance to 
win tickets to one of the county’s 
cultural highlights of the year. 

We have teamedup with the organis¬ 
ers ofthe Leeds Castle Classical 
Concert, takingplace onjuly 9, to give 
away apair oftickets eachmonth. 

And those going into the draw - 
which will take place at the end of 


time for Friday’s rush hour with the 
northbound exit slip road at the 
Bobbing junction expected to 
re-open yesterday (Saturday). 

The northbound carriageway 
has had temporary restrictions 
since the water main underneath 
the road burst on January 11, 
leaving a large void. The sinkhole 
was filled with concrete and the 
section of road repaired. 


February, March, April, May and 
June will be those who have had their 
photo featured in the Images of Kent 
section of Kent on Sunday that month. 

Images of Kent, which runs next 
to the letters page, showcases our 
readers’ shots which capture all 
aspects ofthe county. 

So to be in with a chance, send 
us your pictures to editorial@ 
kosmedia.co.uk today. 


Win tickets to Leeds Castle 
concert with Images of Kent 
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Woman flees after men demand she get in car 


A CAR load of men attempted to lure an 18-year-old 
woman into their car forcing her to flee in fear. 

Now police are appealing for information following 
the incident which took place along Longfield Road in 
Tunbridge Wells, between 4pm and 4.35pm on 
January 28. The car, thought to be a grey Volkswagen 
Golf, drove past with a passenger leaning out of the 


window to nudge the woman’s bag. There were a 
number of passengers in the back. 

The driver then reportedly stopped the car and one 
of the men demanded that she get in, before she ran 
away. One of the men is described as being white, bald 
and in his 30s and another man was said to also be in 
his 30s with short brown hair. 


Duo face life terms after 
killing OAP in ‘vicious’ 
knife attack in his home 


By Luke May 

luke.may@archant.co.uk 


A KILLER who boasted he had “got 
away with murder” is facing a life 
sentence behind bars after being 
found guilty of the killing of Faver- 
sham pensioner John Birney. 

A jury at Maidstone Crown Court 
found John Barham, 25, formerly of 
Quarry Road, Maidstone, and Alli¬ 
son Tomlin, 48, of no fixed address, 
guilty of killing the 69-year-old at 
his Rocky Hill Terrace flat on June 8, 
2015. They will be sentenced soon. 

He was found with multiple stab 
wounds to his head and believed to 
have been undiscovered for some time. 

Arrested and originally released 
by police at the time of the crime, 
Barham then boasted to several peo¬ 
ple how he had got away with mur¬ 
der. He was subsequently rearrested 
after police were informed. 

And on Thursday, both he and 
Tomlin were found guilty following 
a seven-week trial. 

The court heard Mr Birney’s body 



VICTIM: John Birney 

was discovered at the flats after a 
neighbour voiced concerns that she 
had not seen him for some time. 

Officers attended and found a 
blood-stained knife lying next to 
him and another blade beneath the 


sofa bed on which he was lying. A 
dark-coloured coat belt was also tied 
tightly around his left wrist. 

It was quickly established that 
Barham had visited Mr Birney’s flat 
around the time of his death, and 
that Tomlin had also been seen with 
him on more than one occasion. 

Following their arrests, forensic 
tests concluded that the victim’s blood 
was on a pair of jeans belonging to 
Barham and that Tomlin’s DNA was 
found on both knives and various oth¬ 
er items in the flat. The belt tied around 
Mr Birney’s wrist is also believed to 
have come from her coat. 

Senior investigating officer In¬ 
spector Lee Whitehead said: “We 
may never know the truth behind 
why they did what they did to John 
Birney but it was clear to the jury 
that they intended to kill him. 

“Whatever the reason, there can 
be no doubt that this was a vicious 
attack and that Mr Birney suffered 
as a result. He and Tomlin are clear¬ 
ly very dangerous individuals and 
can look forward to spending a 
lengthy period of time behind bars.” 



HOST: Suggs will compere the event 


Madness star 
set for JoJo’s 
charity auction 

MADNESS frontman Suggs is to host a 
special charity auction in Whitstable, 
with monies raised in support of 
refugees in Calais. 

Taking place at the popular JoJo’s 
restaurant on Marine Parade, Tanker- 
ton, it is the latest initiative by chef and 
eatery owner Nikki Billington, who has 
been making regular trips to France 
since last autumn with donations of food 
and other supplies for the Calais camp 
that has become known as the Jungle. 

Now she has persuaded the singer 
from the group - who has a house in the 
seaside town - to front the auction on 
February 28 from 2pm. 

Suggs said: “I’m really pleased to be able 
to help this fundraiser. I’ve known Nikki 
for some time and she’s an amazing 
woman who’s already doing great things 
for the many people and children who are 
trapped in this no-man’s land across the 
Channel from us. She deserves for us all to 
get behind what promises to be a fantastic 
event for a very good cause. Every penny 
will go directly to help the people of the 
Calais Jungle.” 

There is space for 70 guests on the 
night, who will enjoy a four-course 
meal, live music and a host of other 
entertainment. Tickets cost £120 each 
and are available now from the 
restaurant. 


Volunteer appeal for 
major marine project 

BUDDING Thanet scientists are being invited to 
help make history by being part of the largest 
coastal marine citizen science project ever 
undertaken. 

Volunteers from the Thanet Coast Project 
Coastal Warden scheme will be trained alongside 
new volunteers for the nationwide Capturing Our 
Coast project, funded through a successful £1,7m 
Heritage Lottery Fund bid. 

The aim of the project, led by Newcastle Univer¬ 
sity and including the Marine Conservation 
Society and Marine Biological Association, is to 
recruit and train more than 3,000 volunteers to 
help build a more accurate picture of the marine 
life around the UK’s shores. 

Volunteers from the Thanet Coast Project and 
anyone interested in being involved, can take part 
by registering their interest online at www. 
nekmpa.org.uk. The first training day has been 
scheduled for all day on Monday, April 4. 

Registration will be open online from March. 


Gardeners' Question 
Time heads to Hadlow 

AN EPISODE of BBC Radio 4’s ever-popular Garden¬ 
ers’ Question Time is to be recorded at Hadlow 
College later this month. 

The celebrated panel of gardening experts will be 
on hand to tackle all manner of perplexing horticul¬ 
tural questions put to them by local gardening 
enthusiasts, with Eric Robson in the chair and the 
team consisting of Matt Biggs, Pippa Greenwood and 
Anne Swithinbank. 

Gardeners’ Question Time, which attracts over two 
million listeners a week, is recorded in a different 
location each week, and will come to the county on 
Thursday, February 18. 

Stephen Harmer, landscape and horticulture 
lecturer at Hadlow College and a teacher of garden 
history at RHS Wisley, said: ‘ We’re thrilled to have the 
Gardeners’ Question Time team here at Hadlow. 

‘ ‘It’s a great opportunity to show the college’s close 
connections to the horticultural industry.’ ’ 

Tickets cost £4, including refreshments, available 
from the Broadview Garden Centre at the college. 


MEP Janice Atkinson 
will not face charges 

POLICE this week confirmed they will take no further 
action against south east Euro MP Janice Atkinson over 
an expenses row which saw her booted out of Ukip. 

Mrs Atkinson had been set to stand for Ukip for the 
Folkestone and Hythe seat in last May’s general 
election, but was caught up in allegations she was 
involved in swindling an expenses claim. She was 
kicked off the ballot paper and out of the party. 

Now serving in Europe as an independent MEP, 
Mrs Atkinson has been cleared of any involvement. 

Mrs Atkinson said she was ‘delighted’. 

She said: ‘ ‘I would like to express my heartfelt 
thanks to my family, friends and the colleagues who 
believed in me. It has been a truly terrible time and I 
have learnt a major lesson about the value of integrity 
in my working relationships. 

‘ As soon as you take on a public position you 
become vulnerable. Like others, I have made 
mistakes and apologised for them but I will always 
continue to fight for the issues that affect my 
constituents.” 
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KCC told to drop support for 
lower Thames crossing route 



PLANS: How the new tunnel could look if it gets the go ahead 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


OPPOSITION groups have come out fighting 
after last week’s announcement that the pre¬ 
ferred option for a lower Thames crossing 
was for east of Gravesend. 

Highways England began an eight-week 
consultation into the multi-billion pound 
project - opting for the Gravesham option 
over an alternative at Dartford. 

But this week the decision has come under 
fire from both local residents, and a leading 
property consultants. 

Abridge2far, a local group opposing the 
plan, kicked off the week by demanding Kent 
County Council (KCC) withdraw its support 
for the ‘Option C’ proposal. 

A spokesman for the group said: “KCC’s 
two main preconditions for supporting the 
crossing have been rejected by Highways 
England. 

“At the time of the previous consultation on 
the location of the proposed crossing in 2013, 
KCC strongly supported Option C ‘on the con¬ 
dition that the connection to the M2 is moved 
westwards thus connecting into the A2’. 

“The widening of the A229 between the M2 
and M20 was also an integral part of KCC’s 
support. In the latest consultation, Highways 
England has recommended the connection 


should not be moved westward to the A2 as 
KCC’s conditional support demanded. They 
have also dismissed the widening of the A229 
which was integral to KCC’s preferred option. 

“Abridge2far has asked if Paul Carter and 
KCC will now withdraw their support since 
neither of their conditions have been met, and 
will now instead support the thousands of Kent 
residents whose lives will be devastated by this 
monstrous plan, and call for it to be scrapped.” 

KCC failed to comment, despite requests. 

Meanwhile, property consultants the BTF 


Partnership said the plans would “blight 
farms, businesses, and cause misery for 
property owners”. 

Tom French, from BTF, said: “I would 
strongly advise all those potentially affect¬ 
ed to take part in the consultation, but it 
should be done with the need to ‘play 
smart’ and not get over emotional. 

“The key is to ‘manage’ this period of un¬ 
certainty and understand your position. 

“It’s not a question of if it’s built, but 
when it’s built.” 


Probe into dead dog 
found dumped in bag 

THE body of a dog found dumped in a tied-up 
bag in a brook near Maidstone has sparked an 
appeal for information from the RSPCA. 

The dead adult Jack Russell terrier was found 
inside the large dog food bag, tied up with twine 
by a passing dog walker between Lees and 
Benover Road in Yalding last Sunday. 

RSPCA inspector Rosie Russon said: “It is 
possible she may have been alive when dumped.” 

Mental health service 
all set for April launch 

A NEW mental health and wellbeing service for 
the county launches in April. 

The service will aim to promote people’s 
recovery from mental health challenges and 
support them to re-engage with their community It 
will be delivered by the Shaw Trust and Porchlight. 
It was commissioned by Kent’s seven CCGs. 


Universities cash in 

LATEST figures have revealed the University of 
Kent and Canterbury Christ Church University 
contribute£909m to the city and generate 16 per 
cent of all jobs in Canterbury - the equivalent of 
9,900 positions. 

The report, by researchers Viewforth Consult¬ 
ing Ltd, examined the impact of the activities of 
the institutions on the city between 2014 and 2015. 



THEWINTERSALE 

UP TO 30% OFF ACROSS THE STORE 



LENLE^S 

sale 


www.lenleys.co.uk Roper Road, Canterbury CT2 7EL 01227 766655 

FURNITURE | BEDS CURTAINS | FLOORING | ACCESSORIES 


Whether you are looking for that finishing 
touch or you are starting a major project there’s 
no need to look any further than Lenleys. 

We have the best range of flooring and drapery 
under one roof. Our team are here to inspire 
and guide you through your purchase. 

Our installation experts will professionally 
and skilfully complete the job and leave you 
with the home you desired. 

(ptuus 

0% Interest 

for up to 2 years 

available on all orders over £1000* 

*Cash price £2000, deposit £500. 24 monthly payments of 
£62.50. Total payable £2000. Subject to status, quotation available 
on request. Credit provided by an external finance company 
determined by Lenleys. Subject to acceptance. 


Creative FLoDrcoverings & Rugs by 

CRUCIAL TRADING 


UP TO 35% OFF 
CRUCIAL TRADING 
FLOORING 
INCLUDING 
CUSTOM MADE RUGS 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending February 7,2016 7 































Kentnews.co.uk... Kentnews.co.uk... Kentnews.co.uk... Kentnews.co.uk... 



Sir Terry Wogan dined well 
on final filming trip to Kent 



RADIO and TV legend Sir Terry 
Wogan was filming in Kent last 
summer - just months before he 
was told he had cancer. 

The presenter, whose death was 
announced last Sunday, was 
shooting scenes for the 20-part 
Terry and Mason’s Great Food Trip. 

Sir Terry shot scenes having 
breakfast in the grounds of 
Canterbury Cathedral and 
sampling the oysters and whelks at 
Whitstable. 

They also filmed at Chidding- 
stone, The Pantile in Tunbridge 
Wells and Penshurst Place, near 
Tonbridge. 

Tributes have been pouring in all 
week for the much loved entertain¬ 
er following his death, following a 
short battle with cancer. 

Broadcaster Gloria Hunniford, a 


long-time friend and colleague, 
who lives in Sevenoaks, said: “He 
was very generous of spirit, a 
terrific family man and had a 
unique sense of everything. 

“Terry always talked about his 


Irish roots, he loved anything to do 
with an Irish story and he loved 
Irish music. 

“There’ll never be anybody like 
him in broadcasting again, I 
believe.” 


Commuter compensation 
confirmed by train firm 


TRAIN firm Southeastern this 
week confirmed it will compen¬ 
sate passengers affected by the 
Dover sea wall collapse on 
Christmas Eve. 

Passengers have faced taking 
alternative routes after the 
wall, which supports the track 
between Dover Priory and 
Folkestone, showed cracks and 
large sinkholes appeared 
alongside the rails. No services 
have operated their since, and 
engineers say it is likely to 
remain shut for months. 

Now Southeastern says it will 
refund the difference in cost 
between mainline and high 
speed fares to those travelling 
from Sandwich, Deal, Walmer, 
Martin Mill or Dover Priory 
since the collapse. 

It will also give all season 
ticket holders from the affected 


stations a 20 per cent refund on 
the cost of their mainline fare, 
which will be backdated for 
January. 

Passengers renewing or 
purchasing tickets are advised 
to purchase a mainline ticket, 
which will be valid on all high 
speed and mainline services 
until further notice. 

David Statham, managing 
director at Southeastern, said: 
“We know this closure has 
caused a lot of frustration and 
inconvenience. 

“This compensation is in 
recognition of the loss of 
(direct) high speed services and 
extra journey times for these 
passengers. 

“We’ll continue to work on 
what we can do to provide more 
journey options whilst the line 
is closed.” 


Come Dine With You? 

POPULAR Channel 4 series Come Dine 
With Me is looking for couples from east 
Kent to feature in new episodes. 

The show pits amateur cooks against one 
another in pursuit of a £1,000 prize for 
delivering the perfect dinner party. 

For more information, call 0871 200 3939. 


Historic hall hit by blaze 

TWENTY fire crews tackled a major blaze in 
the historic Assembly Rooms in Faversham 
on Tuesday night. 

The building, originally built in the 1830s, 
saw damage in the roof. The hall itself was 
undamaged. An investigation into the cause 
of the fire is under way. 


Star to host media bash 

CHANNEL 4 broadcaster Cathy Newman is 
to host the Kent Press & Broadcast Awards 
ceremony in July. 

The journalist is one of Channel 4 News’ 
main studio presenters. 

The ceremony takes place at the St 
Lawrence Ground in Canterbury. 


Gorilla Ju Ju, 54, dies 

KEEPERS and visitors to popular wild 
animal park Howletts have been mourning 
the death of 54-year-old gorilla juju. 

Originally born in the wild in Cameroon in 
1962, she was described by staff as a 
“gentle giant”. 

She died following a suspected stroke. 
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Demelza 

Hospice Care for Children 


Jfs About Life. 
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www. demelza .org. uk 


Demelza Hospice Care 
for Children is in urgent 
need of furniture to sell 
at our charity shops 


If you live in Kent we can 
collect everything from 
sofas to sideboards, washing 
machines to game consoles. 

Please note there are some items 
we're not able to collect because 
of safety or legal concerns. 

For more information visit 

www.demelza.org.uk 

To book a free and fast 
collection, please call 
01795 503110 

Thank you for helping seriously ill 
babies, children and young 
people in your local community. 


jr" 

t * • • 


Registered Charity Number: 1039651 


www.facebook.com/ 

demelzahospice 


@demelzahospice 
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Top Three Stories 



1. Manhunt after death 


Armed police search Kent train 

2. Missing teenager found 

Concerns allayed after major appeal 

3. Stadium expansion 

United set to boost its capacity further 


The Essential Guide: 



.to Dreamland 


Everything you need to know about Margate’s 
amusement park 



FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: Sand artist Ross Andrews has now turned his focus - and 
camera - on remarkable images shot through the barrel of a wave, and in doing so captured the 
best of Kent’s coastline. More are featured on pages 22-23. 


Missed last week’s...? 


...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 

www. kentne ws. co.uk 


DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 

You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 



Top Three Blogs 

i 

1. Door opening etiquette 

You’ll be surprised how cross it makes folk 

2. Power of nostalgia 

Why it exerts such an emotional punch 

3. Smartphone addiction 

Do we just need to put them down more? 



Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

Is Option C the best for 
lower Thames crossing? 

] It should be in Gravesend - 38% 

It should be in Dartford - 38% 


follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 


We don’t need another one -13% 
Undecided -13% 



January update from 
your Independent MEP A 
for the South East ‘ ^ 

Janice Atkinson ■ 


Last week I travelled to Strasbourg for one 
of the twelve visits we MEPs make to vote 
in the European Parliament. MEPs have 
voted to abandon this travelling circus 
which costs £130m per annum but it is 
blocked by the French. 

In last week’s plenary we discussed the 
migrant crisis - (it’s on the agenda again) 
- it’s on the agenda every month. The un¬ 
elected Commission has decided that EU 
states will have compulsory migrant quo¬ 
tas imposed upon them. A German min¬ 
ister helpfully suggested that we impose a 
fuel levy to fund this issue. This is in addi¬ 
tion to the €3bn paid to Turkey to stem the 
migrant flow (with no limit). Turkey also 
demanded (bribed) that work visas should 
be waived and talks accelerated for Tur¬ 
key’s membership of the EU. Yet still the 
migrants come. 

MEPs agreed that external borders should 
be strengthened. Some EU states are well 
ahead of this, ie Hungary, but they face 
‘sanctions for inhumane actions’. You 
cannot win. 

This month, three of the political groups 
asked that the sex attacks on women and 
school children across European cities 
and the media cover-ups be on the agen¬ 
da. The Germans blocked the move. I 
spoke about it anyway. 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


I have visited Calais on a number of oc¬ 
casions and highlighted in Parliament that 
the majority of illigal immigrants in the 
camps are fit young men who are eco¬ 
nomic migrants, not refugees. Those that 
are genuine refugees should be returned 
to camps in the Middle East and north Af¬ 
rica to stay in their countries in safe ha¬ 
vens and fight for their freedoms too. 


We travel back to Strasbourg in early Feb¬ 
ruary. Again, we will discuss the crisis, 
much will be proposed, more British tax¬ 
payers’ money will be spent but nothing 
done because of the inability of Parlia¬ 
ment to recognise that the nation states 
and voters’ views are very different to the 
bureaucrats’ vision. 


Janice Atkinson MEP 
UK Delegation 
Europe of Nations 
& Freedom Group 


janiceatkinson.co.uk 
; @janice4brexit 
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DAY OUT 
THOMAS 

MAKE THEIR DAY 


OUT 

WITH 


BOI 


* Join Thomas & Friends™ * 
at a Heritage Railway near you, 
Experience a ride on a real 
steam train and take part in 
Thomas-themed activities. 
Kent & East Sussex Railway 
[ * Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HE i 


Out With Thomas ™ Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends ™ Based on The Railway Series by The Reverend W. Awdry. <£ 
s) Limited. Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends, Thomas & Friends and Day Out With Thomas are trademarks of Gullane 
© 2016 HIT Entertainment Limited. 

Kent & East Sussex Railway 

TENTERDEN TOWN STATION 

Telephone 01580 765155 • kesr.org.uk 






























Limited Edition Sprinter 


£259 


per month 


Includes £2,800 Finance Deposit Contribution 


i ' '1 


Includes: 

(D Integrated satellite navigation 


Ip Air conditioning 
Chrome grille 
cS Driver’s comfort seat 




L 

* Vi 


v 


r/f t 


Wheel trims 




Talk to us today 
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The Sprinter. Partnering your 
business for 20 years 


SPFRINTEF* 



Mercedes-Benz 

Vans. Born to run. 


Sparshatts of Kent 

01795 479571 


Offer available at participating Mercedes-Benz Commercial Vehicle Dealers only and is subject to availability. See your local participating Dealer for details. Please call 0845 602 4321 to find your nearest participating Dealer. 
*Finance for BUSINESS USERS ONLY. Vehicle shown for illustrative purposes only. Example based on a Sprinter 213 CDI SWB Limited Edition van manual transmission including first registration fee, RFL, plylining, delivery and 
finished in metallic paint at a price of £27,837.16 incl VAT on a Mercedes-Benz Finance Agility contract with a customer deposit of £8,083.09 incl VAT and a deposit contribution of £2,800.00 followed by 48 monthly payments 
of £259.00 and an optional final payment of £7,500.00. Option pack only available on Sprinter 2 and Sprinter 3 Series Vans. Finance based on 10,000 miles per annum. Vehicle condition, excess mileage and other charges may 
apply. VAT is charged at the prevailing rate. Credit provided subject to status. Offer is subject to terms and conditions. Vehicles must be registered between 01/10/2015 and 31/12/2015. Finance provided by Mercedes-Benz 
Financial Services UK Ltd, MK15 8BA. 
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Brave Gurkhas 
caught up in 
huge financial 
fraud scam 


Police have appealed to Gurkhas communities 
in the county to come forward if they believe 
they are a victim of a £50m Ponzi scheme 
which is now centre of a major investigation 


By Georgina Stubbs 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


H undreds of 

Gurkhas who 
may be victims 
of a suspected 
£50 million 
fraudulent Ponzi scheme are 
being urged to come forward 
by police. 

Since October 2014, City of 
London Police have been in¬ 
vestigating Capital World 
Market, based in the City, 
which was offering five per 
cent interest per month to 
investors. 

Ponzi schemes are fraudu¬ 
lent investment operations 
which pay returns to its in¬ 
vestors from new capital paid 
to the operators by new inves¬ 
tors, rather than from profit 
earned by the operator. 

And it is feared the Gurkha 
communities in Kent - par¬ 
ticularly in Maidstone, Ash¬ 
ford and Shepway - could 
have fallen victim. 

Detectives have heard from 
some potential victims of how 
they have invested sums from 
the thousands to the millions 
- seeing little or no return - 
but it is thought the majority 
of alleged victims were from 
the Gurkha and Nepalese 
community, and are yet to 
come forward. 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Dave Manley said evidence 
suggests that hundreds of 
members of the Gurkha and 
Nepalese community may 
have been targeted. 



He said: “Out of the 450 
Gurkha and Nepalese alleged 
victims that we believe may 
have invested, less than one 
per cent from that communi¬ 
ty have come forward so far. 

“The others are a large 
piece of the jigsaw that is 
missing - the harm caused to 
individuals, their families, 
their pension pots and life 
savings - at the moment is not 
being represented within the 
case. 

“The story of how this has 
impacted and affected people 
needs to be told in the judicial 
process. It would be a shame 
for us to get to the next stage 
and the level of harm that’s 
been caused to the communi¬ 
ty is not measured or part of 
the case.” 

Action Fraud states on its 
website that Ponzi schemes 
are “get rich quick investment 
scams,” and that there is no 
actual investment as “the 
fraudsters siphon off the mon¬ 
ey for themselves”. 

In an intelligence-led in¬ 
vestigation, detectives 

swooped on the alleged scam 
before the cash ran out, but 
Mr Manley said payments to 
investors would have dried up 
that month. 

Gary Ghale, from the Gur¬ 
kha Welfare Trust, said it is 
the first time he has heard of 
this type of scheme involving 
so many people from the Gur¬ 
kha and Nepalese communi¬ 
ties, and that he can think of 
three reasons potential vic¬ 
tims may be reluctant to come 
forward. 

“Firstly, they might not 
have heard of the investiga¬ 
tion,” he said. “Secondly, it is 
because they are worried 
they might be implicated in 
this inves- 
tiga- 
|T J tion. 

“And 
R thirdly 
b e - 
” cause of 


the embarrassing situation 
they are in.” 

The Royal Gurkha Rifles’ 
current regimental home is 
the Sir John Moore Barracks 
in Shorncliffe, Folkestone. 

He added: “We would rec¬ 
ommend those who believe 
they have fallen victim to 
contact the police. Their case 
will be treated with care and 
absolute confidence and they 
will be treated as victims and 
not as suspects. 

“We believe it is in people’s 
best interest to come for¬ 
ward.” 

Mr Manley said those that 
invested may have encour¬ 
aged friends and family to do 
the same, believing they were 
simply introducing them to a 
good deal and opportunity. 

He said of the £50 million 
invested only £lm of that has 
been recovered - equating to 
2p in every pound for the wid¬ 
er pool of between 600-800 
victims. 

“There is still money miss¬ 
ing, but I have some doubts as 
to whether any more will be 
found. The only justice people 
are going to get is if their story 
is told,” he added. 

The appeal comes nine 
months after the City of Lon¬ 
don Police arrested 10 men 
and three women, all of 
whom work at the City-based 
foreign exchange trading 
company, on suspicion of 
fraud by false representation 
and money laundering. 

Detectives, supported by 
the Financial Conduct Au¬ 
thority, also seized a host of 
computers and documentary 
evidence. The 13 suspects 
were questioned and released 
on bail until March. Another 
man has since been arrested 
and is also on bail. 

Those who think they may 
have fallen prey to the scheme 
should call the City of London 
Police on 020 7601 6830 or 
email opvanburgh@cityo- 
flondon.pnn.police.uk. 

East 



COMMUNITIES: Gurkhas, like those pictured above, have served the British Army for decades 
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When you need expert help and advice on issues 
affecting your business... 


The NFU- We're here for you- 


E rnNFU 


NFU Call First: 0370 3458 
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THREAT: Without 
a cold snap, it can 


Growers pray for chills as 
mild winter risks key crop 


While our energy bills have benefited from mild temperatures our apple and 
pear growers say they are 'staring down barrel of a gun’. Chris Murphy reports 


G rowers of apples and 

pears are facing disas¬ 
ter this year if the 
weather doesn’t get 
colder right now. 

The fruit, so often synonymous 
with the county, desperately 
needs freezing weather to help 
with this year’s harvest. 

Our biggest grower, AC 
Goatham & Son, said the arrival 
of the recent chill of winter fol¬ 
lowing the warmest December 
on record has been welcome, but 
is not enough. 

Now a leading expert in the 
field says farmers are “looking 
down the barrel of a gun”. 

Orchards need a minimum of 
820 hours for apples and 620 
hours for pears at temperatures 
below 7.2C, to help the new fruit 
and leaf buds to develop in the 
spring. 

Nigel Jenner is an agronomist 
for the British Growers Associa¬ 
tion and also works at his fami¬ 
ly’s Great Sheephurst Farm, at 
Marden, where 120 of the 150 
acre total is dedicated to apples 
and pears. 

He told us: “We need colder 
weather and while it has been a 
bit chilly we haven’t had any¬ 
thing like enough of it. It has 
been desperate. 

“Apart from one week, the av¬ 
erage daytime temperature has 
been around 10 degrees, it is far, 
far too warm and that is going to 
cause problems. 

“It is too early to say if there is 
going to be a major shortage. 
Over the next two weeks, we 
need freezing temperatures if 
the September crop is going to be 
saved. 

“It is not too late to save it, but 
we are getting to the stage where 
if it doesn’t change in the next 
couple of weeks it will be too 
late. The trees will break dor¬ 
mancy. As it is, because Decem¬ 
ber was so mild, many have not 


reached proper dormancy as it is. 

“They will get to budburst and 
that will be it. We are absolutely 
looking down the barrel of a gun 
here.” 

The Goatham empire is spread 
over 16 farms with 20 partner 
farms across Medway and Kent. 

Together they account for al¬ 
most 20 per cent of British apples 
sold in the UK and a third of all 
conference pears. It annually 
produces some 150 million 
apples. 

Nigel Stewart, technical direc¬ 
tor at the company, said: “To a lot 
of people, growing apples and 
pears is as simple as planting the 
tree and waiting for the fruit to 
blossom but that isn’t the case. 
There is a lot of hard work that 
goes in to growing fruit, espe¬ 
cially over the winter months. 

“When flower and leaf buds are 
formed during the summer and 
autumn, growth inhibitors accu¬ 
mulate, preventing the buds 
from opening during the winter. 
Chilling is then required to 
break down these growth inhibi¬ 
tors and ensure the buds open at 
the right time of year. Each tree 
needs a specific number of chill 
hours below a certain tempera¬ 
ture to break dormancy and that 
varies from variety to variety. 

“Pears require a minimum of 
620 hours and apples need at 
least 820 hours of exposure to 
the cold. We keep a close eye on 
the weather over the winter 
months and a track record of the 
number of chill hours. If the 
trees get insufficient chilling, 
then they may suffer from de¬ 
layed or uneven flowering and 
leafing which can lead to poorer 
crops. 

“As of February 2, our orchards 
at Bredgar, Sittingbourne, had 
benefited from the most chill 
hours totalling 788 hours, whilst 
Canterbury had received the 
least with around 535 hours, so 


quite a contrast across the 
region.” 

Adds Nigel Jenner: “We can’t 
do anything about it, just hope 
the weather suddenly gets a lot 
colder for a longer period. 

“I was in a pear orchards last 
week, and I was finding the odd 
blossom which is ridiculous be¬ 
cause pears would normally be 
in blossom at the end of April. 

“And I am finding some blos¬ 
som trusses now. It is absolutely 
crazy. 

“That would potentially be 
fruit bud and now that is not go¬ 
ing to make it now. 

“If you are asking me for my 
prediction for the fruit season at 
this stage, I would say we could 
struggle. 

“Nature is a funny thing and 
you are never quite sure what it 
is going to be in the next couple 
of months. 

“This is a vital time of year. 
What you really need is for the 
trees to shut down properly and 
get properly dormant, and that 
just hasn’t happened. 

“The only positive is that I have 
not used as much heating oil this 
year but in terms of the job, we 
are desperate for two weeks of 
zero or below weather to get 
some proper dormancy in the 
trees. After two weeks, it will all 
be too late and the horse will 
have bolted.” 

At Broomfield Farm in Me- 
opham, John Tobutt has 12 acres 
of apples and pears. 

He told us: “Generally speak¬ 
ing, things have been too warm 
for us. We need the really cold 
weather to slow the trees 
down. They are getting 
ahead of themselves. 

“With blossom coming 
out now, we are in danger 
of then getting a really 
cold spell further down 
the road and that will 
completely kill off the 
fruit. 

“A late frost will destroy 
the fruit as it is in transi¬ 
tion. They are very delicate 
at that stage, which is why 
they need to blossom latei 
rather than sooner. We are 
just hoping the weather chang¬ 
es soon or we could be in trouble 
this year.” 

Apple trees are typically in 
blossom for 14 days however 
blossom time varies depending 
on the variety. The length of time 
the tree is in blossom will also 
vary depending on the weather. 
The pollination period is there¬ 
fore crucial so it is important pol¬ 
linator trees are in flower at the 
same time as the main variety. 
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Established 1981 



Over 58,000 customers! 


Limited 



Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond ■ 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1 ,51 2 Inc VAT 

5 WINDOWS 

£1,890 i£3 AT 
WINDOWS ■ 

7 


...Kent’s 


Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 


20°/o 

OFF All 

Conservatories . 
V & Orangeries / 


.OO 

inc VAT 


inc VA' 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,6 6r«k 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

Cl .891 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite tiled 


WINDOWS 

Cl ,891 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 

WINDOWS 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
V of this advert* _ 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Celebrating over 34 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
presentative available 
upon request subject to status 


I = P 

J , 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
23rd 
Febmary 




Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


fn*19!rRf!nl2fSBTn I _J ■ -1-IU-J. W f'Y'Y Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

miMilllliUn 11 ■uicU v i Door Lock: BS3621 

Open 6 days a week t 

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.eom !ls 


1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. ss 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 



Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 


We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 

What’s included: 


Routine service labour costs 

■ 

Routine service parts 

■ 

Routine service lubricants 

■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

■ 

Emergency road side assistance 

A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 

A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 

■ 

Monthly paid contract 

■ 

Prepaid contract 

■ 

Provision of replacement vehicle 

A 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 396 1122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 



Should we be 
losing sleep 
over £40m LED 
street lighting? 

After the controversy of the partial switch-off of 
the county’s street lights, this week County Hall 
will discuss plans to switch them all back on 
again - but this time with new energy-efficient 
bulbs. But some say it may not be a bright idea... 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


T hose opposed to a 
£ 4 0 m i 1 1 i o n 
scheme to replace 
our street lamp 
bulbs with light 
emitting diode (LED) technol¬ 
ogy, say it could leave our 
homes bathed in a light which 
makes it difficult to sleep. 

And although council 
chiefs have been quick to 
claim it has plans in place to 
enable it tackle any such 
problems, it is casting a shad¬ 
ow over claims of the brave 
new, more environmentally- 
friendly world. 

Following on from the 
hugely controversial decision 
to turn off some street light¬ 
ing at certain points at night, 
the switch to LED should 
mean everywhere is illumi¬ 
nated again. 

But it is the nature of the il¬ 
lumination which is causing 
some anxiety. 

From March, 38 months of 
work will begin to convert the 
county’s 118,000 street lights 
to LEDs after a contract was 
awarded by Kent County 
Council (KCC) last week. 

With the current bill for 
Kent’s street lights, and lit 
signs, standing at £9.5m a 
year in maintenance, elec- 


ed carbon tax, changes are 
being implemented which 
KCC says will save tax payers 
up to £5.2m a year. 

The savings are expected to 
come as a result of the newly- 
upgraded lighting being con¬ 
nected to an individual cen¬ 
tral management system 
(CMS) that will allow the 
council to monitor and adapt 
lighting levels in the future. 

The £40m project is being 
partly funded by a £22m loan 
from Salix, a government or¬ 
ganisation, funded by the De¬ 
partment of Energy and Cli¬ 
mate Change, which provides 
interest-free loans to the pub¬ 
lic sector. 

When calculating the sav¬ 
ings, KCC claims the work 
will pay for itself within eight 
years. 

However, the council has 
been challenged over a 
number of issues brought by 
the introduction of LEDs, par¬ 
ticularly with regards to 
health and conservation of 
key heritage sites in the 
county. 

LEDs are available in a va¬ 
riety of correlated colour tem¬ 
peratures (CCT). 

A CCT is a specification of 
the colour appearance of light 
when it is emitted, related to 
temperature measured in de¬ 
grees Kelvin (K). 


The International Dark- 
Sky Association (IDA) - an 
organisation that works to 
help stop light pollution - has 
set a recommended CCT limit 
of 3000K for outdoor light¬ 
ing, as a high CCT would lead 
to potentially damaging lev¬ 
els of ‘blue’ light. KCC has yet 
to confirm the levels deployed 
in Kent’s lighting proposed 
but say it will be carefully 
monitored. 

While these type of lights 
tend to be up to 15 per cent 
more efficient than ‘yellow’ 
lights - therefore making 
them a popular choice among 
authorities making changes 
- they are believed to carry 
health risks. 

Exposure to such light at 
night time has been shown to 
affect the body’s pattern of 
sleeping and waking, while 
there have also been links - 
albeit tenuous ones - between 
decreased melatonin, which 
such exposure creates, and 
an increased risk of cancer. 

This is not a particularly 
new phenomenon, with sci¬ 
entists long warning about 
the dangers of using our 
smartphones and other elec¬ 
tronic devices in bed. 

Simon Nicholas is a Cardiff- 
based engineer who has cam¬ 
paigned across the country 
against the introduction of 

MEETING: 

The KCC 
cabinet will 
discuss street 
lighting at 
a meeting 
this week at 
County Hall 


tricity costs and the associat- 
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kk Councils were 
initially in complete 
denial about the health 
issues of LED lighting 
but now there is 
evidence available they 
can’t ignore it... Vf 


Simon Nicholas, 

Campaigner against LED lights 



SHINE: The traditional yellow light from our lamps is set to be replaced with a carefully controlled LED light 


LED lights, and successfully forced 
councils to pull out of plans to install 
them in other areas of the UK. 


He said: “Councils were initially in 
complete denial about the health 
issues but now there is evidence 


available they can’t ignore it. 

“If you are spending millions on 
LEDs you need a specification which 


is environmentally benign and not 
affecting health and I’m not sure 
that’s the case in Kent. 


“I don’t think local authorities have 
the skill set to carry out the necessary 
due diligence. 

“They are relying on it being al¬ 
right on the night.” 

However, any fears were dismissed 
by KCC cabinet member for environ¬ 
ment and transport, Matthew Bal¬ 
four, who insisted that plenty of re¬ 
search had been done. 

He told KoS: “Potential health risks 
were given considerable discussion 
because it would be wrong to spend a 
great deal of money and find out they 
were dangerous. 

“I can’t be 100 per cent certain but 
we have found there to be no safety 
risk to LED lighting.” 

Ideas such as these are not mere 
theories, though - when the changes 
were rolled out in other areas of the 
country, homeowners complained 
about the glare of the lights on resi¬ 
dential roads, which was so harsh 
and severe that it meant they strug¬ 
gled to sleep. 

Mr Nicholas revealed that the LED 
lights outside his apartment are so 
bright that it looks like daylight, and 
as a result, birds begin singing as ear¬ 
ly as 3.20am. 

Dr George Dobre, senior lecturer in 
applied optics at the University of 
Kent, said: “The way the eye works 
means you’re always going to find 
this kind of light harsher and less 
pleasant on our eyes at night. 

“This is because they are more sen¬ 
sitive to shorter wavelengths than in 
the day, so blue light being produced 
will tend to appear brighter.” 

Furthermore, the glare of some 
LED lights is so potent that they are 
banned in some art galleries because 

Continued on page 16 



Sherborne Rembrandt 
corner group: 

Usual price £3649 

Sale price £2895 
SAVE £754 

Footstools extra 


Nasons 


All pieces interlock to enable 


you to create a group of larger 
or smaller dimensions. Stools 
are sold separately. 


Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre. 
Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3RQ 

3550 • www.nasons.co.uk 
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they have the ability to bleach the 
paint on works on display. 

In addition to fears over health and 
sleeping patterns, concerns have 
been raised over the aesthetics of the 
street lights, which have been viewed 
in other areas of the UK as an ugly 
blot on the urban landscape. 

However, conservation officers 
were coy when quizzed on the impact 
the lights would have on Kent’s his¬ 
toric environment, and the glare of 
LED lights beaming down on the likes 
of the cathedrals in Canterbury and 
Rochester or Tunbridge Wells’ the 
Pantiles. 

A spokesperson for Tunbridge 
Wells Borough Council said: “Appar¬ 
ently the county’s conservation offic¬ 
ers are considering this issue at their 
next meeting so I don’t think we can 
pre-empt that. 

“I gather they’re considering the 
impact on heritage areas but obvi¬ 
ously the health issues are not within 
their remit.” 

Stephen Peckham, chair of Canter¬ 
bury district Green Party, added: “A 
lot of councils tend to put the bright¬ 
est lights on key traffic roads where 
you are not too bothered about the 
aesthetics. 

“They then put a lower Kelvin 
measure - usually between 3000K 
and 4000K - on residential roads. 

“I don’t know what KCC’s inten¬ 
tions are but hopefully they will adopt 
a similar approach and historic loca¬ 
tions in the county won’t be adversely 
affected. 

“Producing a more intelligent con¬ 
trol system is a really key point.” 

Mr Nicholas added: “Aesthetically 
they’re not particularly pleasing, and 



kk There will have to 
be discussions about 
luminosity and once 
the ball is rolling we 
can set up a system 
where communities 
can make requests... j j 


Matthew Balfour, 

Kent County Council 


I think the people that design them 
are trying to make a fashion 
statement. 

“Unless there’s a specific need for a 


fancy design, most run-of-the-mill 
lamp posts should just blend into 
their surroundings. 

“It’s indicative of this culture where 


we need to make fill technology look 
sexy.” 

While Cllr Balfour admitted he 
didn’t know the CCT specification 
that would be used, he insisted the 
brightness would be controlled so as 
not to cause harm or discomfort. 

He said: “Where the concerns are is 
the spectrum of colour, and we’ve 
specificied a ‘natural white’. 

“I don’t think people necessarily 
like the way the lights currently look 
so it’s a positive change. 

“There are sensitive places like ca¬ 
thedrals where extra care needs to be 
taken to enhance them rather than 
make them look horrid. 

“There will have to be discussions 
about luminosity and hopefully once 
the ball is rolling we can set up a sys¬ 
tem where communities can go to the 
first level of local government and 
make specific requests. 

“This can then make its way up the 
local government family and through 
joint transport boards and I see no 
reason why we can’t have that kind of 
flexibility - that’s the beauty of the 
CMS. 

“By embracing LED lighting in one 
of the largest projects of its kind in the 
United Kingdom, we can make sig¬ 
nificant savings to our electricity bill 
and cut our carbon footprint. 

“We will prioritise residential areas 
before tackling town centres, and the 
main roads.” 

With a longer lifespan than their 
traditional sodium and fluorescent 
bulb counterparts, lasting up to 
100,000 hours in some cases, the in¬ 
troduction of LEDs means there will 
be fewer bulbs filling up landfill sites 
in Kent following the switch. 

And because they contain no toxic 
materials, they can also be recycled. 


The work will be carried out by 
Bouygues Energies and Services In¬ 
frastructure, after securing the big- 
money contract. 

Managing director Edward Peeke 
said: “This is exactly the approach we 
believe needs to be adopted across the 
country to move to a low energy, low 
maintenance street lighting net¬ 
work.” 

However, KCC was unable to con¬ 
firm what will happen to the existing 
lights, which Mr Nicholas felt didn’t 
make good financial sense. 

He said: “It has to be questioned 
whether this is a good investment. 

“It seems to me that KCC has just 
decided to rip out the existing lights, 
throw 118,000 bulbs in a skip and in¬ 
stall LED lights irrespective of value. 

“Other councils are beginning to 
be more prudent and doing it in a 
more measured way, with a gradual 
installation over a long period of 
time.” 

A return to all-night street lighting 
will be discussed by the council next 
week, after results of a consultation 
revealed it a preferable option to part- 
night lighting. 

KCC sought views on its plans over 
a ten-week period, after a switch-off 
trial received claims of an increase in 
crime in some areas, and local resi¬ 
dents left feeling vulnerable. 

Of the 3,700 responses to the con¬ 
sultation, 63 per cent said they pre¬ 
ferred the county’s streets to be lit 
throughout the night, while the re¬ 
maining 37 per cent said they pre¬ 
ferred part-night lighting at the cur¬ 
rent level. 

The findings are set to be debated at 
a meeting of the environment and 
transport cabinet committee on 
Friday. 




Dover Athletic Football Club 

in partnership with 

The Abbey School 6th Form 

A Business & Enterprise Academy 

Football Academy trials 
Tuesday 16 February 10.30am 


The Football Academy represents Dover 
Athletic FC in the Conference Youth league, 
the highest league outside of professional 
football 

Football coaching from UEFA 'A' licensed 
coaches 

State of the art 3G pitch 

Unique opportunity to study a range of 

courses alongside football commitments 


100% pass rate in A Level and BTEC 
courses 

Opportunity to take additional Coaching 
and Fitness Instructor courses 
American Scholarship opportunities 
Travel grants available to qualifying 
students 

Opportunity to progress to the DAFC first 
team 


If you are interested in attending the trials please email : 
msandmann@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk or call the school on 01795 532633 
The Abbey School, London Road, Faversham AAE13 8RZ 


Paignton and Devon for a very 
special price this spring... 

Full details: We arrive on Friday afternoon 
at the Torbay Court hotel to a warm 
welcome and refreshments. We stay for 3 
nights and have trips out on Saturday and 
Sunday and return home on Monday. 

Torbay Court Hotel. Paignton 
Just a few minutes walk from the Seafront 
in a quiet cul-de-sac next to a pleasant public 
garden. Also within easy reach of Paignton Zoo. 56 
ensuite guest rooms. Lift to all floors. 

Friday 26th February £99 

Price includes: 3 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and 
full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as 
shown. Single Supp £19 

Call to book or book 
online 

GBT0URS 

8 0151 652 2222 


Our coach departs: Dover - 
Folkestone - Ashford - 
Maidstone - and then to 
Paignton. 

No changing coaches, no 
endless pick-ups. Same 
coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - 
always with GBTours. 


www.gbtours.com 

32 Years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Paignton: 4 day 
Coach trip £99 

Enjoy a wonderful break in 


Amazing Value for £99 

• 3-Course dinner each evening 

• Hot and cold buffet breakfast each 
morning 

• Complimentary Glass of Bubbly 
with dinner on selcted evenings 

• Entertainment each evening 
•Trip to Buckfast Abbey and Totnes 

on Saturday 

• Trip to city of Exeter on Sunday 
•Afternoon refreshments/ music 

to Dance on Sunday 

• Last night 'Party Night' with 
optional fancy dress 
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Lower Thames Crossing 

Have your say 



We are consulting on proposals for a Lower 
Thames Crossing, a new road crossing of the 
River Thames connecting Kent and Essex. 

For more than 50 years, the Dartford Crossing 
has provided the only road link across the River 
Thames east of London. 

A new crossing is needed to reduce congestion 
and unlock economic growth, supporting the 
development of homes and jobs in the region. 

Have your say 

This is your opportunity to let us know your views 
before we make our recommendations to the 
Department for Transport later this year. 

Visit our website 

www.lower-thames-crossing.co.uk 

Join us at one of our events - members of our 
team will be on hand to answer your questions. 

View the proposals - copies of consultation 
materials, maps and questionnaires are available 
at locations in your area. 

Call us on 0300 123 5000 for details. 

The consultation will close on 
Thursday 24 March 2016. 



Highways England creative job number S150581 



Our proposal is for a new road which would connect 
the A2/M2 in Kent with a tunnel crossing east of 
Gravesend and Tilbury (known as Option C in the 
2013 consultation), before joining the M25 between 
junctions 29 and 30. 

There are three route options north of the river in Essex 
and two south of the river in Kent. 



www.lower-thames-crossing.co.uk 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending February 7,2016 17 







TIDIC 

Implant Centre 


Harley Street • Folkestone • Peterborough 


Show the world your 
beautiful new smile in 


For years, Anne tried to hide her teeth. 
Self-conscious and in constant pain, she 
had lost the energy that people loved most 
about her. Even worse, Anne’s dentist said 
she didn’t have bone for implants. 

That’s when she found “Smile in a Day,” the 
revolutionary dental implant technique that 
gave her a fresh start. She’s now pain free 
and loves her smile more than ever! 

“Smile in a Day” is a scientifically proven 
alternative to dentures that gives you a full set 
of beautiful fixed teeth. Yes, you can feel the joy 
of a beautiful smile in JUST ONE DAY without 
months of painful treatment or false teeth. 



Get a Free Consultation 


Tel: 01303 802 109 


Isn’t it time you feel the confidence 
that comes with a secure new smile? 



AFTER 


See photos and 


ITIDIC 


SUCCESS STORIES 


on our website! 



smileinaday.co.uk 
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SERVICE : The Princess Anne during her days serving in Kent. Now all efforts are focused on saving it so it can remain a popular attraction at a Hampshire hovercraft museum 

Last gasp bid to stop hovercraft 
being blown onto the scrapheap 

Land ownership dispute puts future of historic cross-Channel craft in doubt. Chris Murphy reports... 


T HEY were so different, 
crowds regularly gathered to 
watch the giant hovercraft 
leave from Dover, but now 
the last two remaining are in 
danger of being turned in to scrap. 

A major campaign has been 
launched to save the Princess Margaret 
and Princess Anne, both former regu¬ 
lars on the Kent coast before the more 
cost-effective catamarans took over the 
lucrative cross-Channel business. 

The two magnificent hovercraft are 
now the most popular exhibits at the 
Hovercraft Museum at Lee-on-Solent 
in Hampshire. 

But after a protracted legal battle, 
ownership of the land and the two 
hovercraft is in the hands of the gov¬ 
ernment’s Homes and Communities 
Agency (HCA). 

And it wants to sell it off to a devel¬ 
oper to build homes and businesses. 

That means one is almost certain 
to become scrap, but now the fight is 
on to save the other. 

That means the bulldozers are on 
their way and the museum, backed 
by the Dover-based British Hovercraft 
Company, is making a desperate bid 
to the agency to allow at least one of 
the two SRN4 hovercraft to remain in 
place at the museum, which will be 
allowed to stay in business. 

It’s important as these are the last 
two of their kind in existence. 

The hovercraft have been on the 
site since they were decommissioned 
in 2000, but due to building work the 
small volunteer-run museum has 


been closed to visitors for most of the 
last two years - only re-opening in 
January. 

But this latest legal battle casts a 
shadow over the land which houses 
the hovercraft. 

More than 11,000 people have al¬ 
ready signed a petition calling for 
them to be saved - but there are 
mounting concerns it may be too late. 

Ownership of the hovercraft has 
been a major bone of contention and 
the HCA is now the owner of both the 
land and craft. 

Behind the public campaign is 
Emma Pullen, who runs The Hover¬ 
craft Company in Dover, and is a trus¬ 
tee of the museum. 

She told us: “There has been a long- 
running legal battle that we have not 
been allowed to talk about until now. 

“After the legal storm died down, the 
HCA is now the new owner, and we are 
appealing to them to allow at least one 
hovercraft to remain at the museum. 

“They do face destruction and re¬ 
moval unless a last-minute reprieve 
is granted by the site owner. 

“These SRN4’s are the centre point of 
the museum and our most important 
exhibits. Many people come simply to 
see these huge relics from a bygone age 
and their loss would be an enormous 
blow to the museum. But more impor¬ 
tant than that is the fact that they are a 
piece of British history, the like of which 
we will never see again. 

“The Hovercraft Museum trust is 
dedicated to preserving them and we 
hope that a deal can be reached to al¬ 


low this to happen. The final decision 
is out of our hands and this has all 
happened at very short notice but we 
will do everything in our powers to 
protect at least one of these national 
treasures.” 

In a bid to stave off them being 
scrapped, the museum has rapidly 
submitted a proposal to HCA to save 
at least the Princess Anne which is in 
the most favourable location and in 
better condition than the Princess 
Margaret, which the museum has re¬ 
luctantly accepted is likely to be bro¬ 
ken up and sold for scrap. 

Ms Pullen said: “It would be a trag¬ 
ic loss if they were broken up. They 
are important symbols of British in¬ 
novation and engineering. 

“What they accomplished is in¬ 
credible and they really cannot be 
lost just to make way for a few houses. 
I know this area is a prime seafront 
property, but sometimes history and 
culture is more important. 

“They are national treasures. Eve¬ 
ryone knows about these hovercraft 
and to see them up close is still quite 
awe inspiring.” 

The engines have been removed, 
but it should be possible to use huge 
industrial blowers to get them into 
the air once more. Ms Pullen said 
they have already done this a couple 
of times but moving them a long dis¬ 
tance could be logistically impossible. 

They were built on the Isle of Wight 
by the British Hovercraft Corporation 
in the 1970s and operated from both 
Dover and Pegwell Bay. 




- -ft" 



OVER: Craft at the museum 


The 250-tonne monsters were final¬ 
ly taken off the Channel route in 2000 
when costs became too prohibitive. 

To give an idea of their impressive 
scale, they could carry 400 passen¬ 
gers and 55 cars. The huge gas turbine 
engines ensured the cross took around 
just half an hour with a decent sea 
swell, a spectacular achievement. 

HCA said: “There are currently two 
SN4 hovercraft situated at the water¬ 
front area of the site. This land cur¬ 
rently has planning consent in place 
for a large employment space, which 


could bring hundreds of jobs to the lo¬ 
cal area. 

“In order to further develop the 
site, we have been working with local 
partners to find a solution, and a new 
home for the hovercraft.” 

Hovercraft first made the crossing 
between Calais to Dover as they were 
tested on the route. That first journey 
included inventor Sir Christopher 
Cockerel on board. 

The first cross-Channel passenger 
service started in 1966 and operated 
from Pegwell Bay to Calais. It was fol¬ 
lowed, two years later, by a car serv¬ 
ice between Dover to Bolougne - a 
route it completed on its augural 
journey in a mere 25 minutes. 

The Princess Margaret came into 
service in 1968 and was followed, a 
year later, by the Princess Anne - the 
two craft now at the centre of the 
ownership dispute. 

The popularity of the high speed 
service rose throughout the 1970s 
and peaked in the early 1980s. 

In 1982 it is estimated the vessels 
were carrying a remarkable 2.5 mil¬ 
lion passengers and 400,000 cars in 
just six months alone. 

But as the ferry firms unleashed 
ever more luxurious travel, and start¬ 
ed to eye the more modern looking 
catamarans, the writing was on the 
wall for the craft. They continued to 
serve the Isle of Wight but the cross- 
Channel service was over. 

To find out more and to add your 
name to the petition, visit www.hov- 
ercraft-museum.org.uk. 
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How childhood home in Kent 
helped inspire author's glory 

Molly Kersey-Law speaks to Costa Book of the Year winner Frances Hardinge on 
the whirlwind which followed her triumph and youth growing up in Penshurst 


A N author who spent part 
of her childhood living 
in Kent is ‘thunder¬ 
struck’ after receiving 
the Costa Book of the 
Year Award - becoming only the sec¬ 
ond author in history to have won the 
title with a children’s book. 

Frances Hardinge won the award 
with her seventh book. The Lie Tree. 

Set in the Victorian era, it tells the 
story of a young girl called Faith who 
decides to investigate the mysterious 
circumstances surrounding her fa¬ 
ther’s death. 

She discovers a tree that only bears 
fruit when it is fed with lies. 

And it proved such a hit with the 
judges of the prestigious contest she 
became only the second children’s 
author to be named the winner. 

The other was Phillip Pullman for 
his acclaimed The Amber Spyglass in 
2001. 

Now Ms Hardinge says it is taking 
her time to get used to her win. 

“It’s overwhelming but in a very 
nice way,” she told KoS. 

“It’s still very gradually sinking in. 
“For the first few days I was thun¬ 


derstruck. I still am to be honest.” 

So how does it feel to have received 
the same prize as such a well-known 
literary name? 

“That feels unreal,” she said. 

“Philip Pullman is a giant in chil¬ 
dren’s fiction, I am not in the same 
league, but it’s an amazing honour to 
be mentioned in the same sentence.” 

Between the age of seven and 12, 
the author lived with her parents and 
sister in a ‘mouse-infested, gothic 
looking house’ in Penshurst, near 
Tonbridge. 

The house holds fond memories for 
her, and she says it is likely to have 
had an impact upon her writing - in¬ 
spiring some of her stories of a more 
‘spooky’ nature. 

Indeed, at the start of The Lie Tree 
the heroine and her family are relo¬ 
cating from a Kent village too. 

“I am sure it had an effect. I was 
writing some fairly creepy stuff before 
moving to Penshurst but my interest 
in the gothic probably came from that 
time,” she said. 

“The house had a personality in the 
way that not all houses do and that in¬ 
fluences the way you see these things. 


kk Children’s fiction 
has a reputation for 
being lightweight, 
simplistic and a bit 
fluffy... but it’s serving 
the hungriest, smartest 
and most eager to learn 
minds. yy 


Frances Hardinge, 

author of The Lie Tree 

“It’s changed a lot now. The owners 
who bought it from us did something 
much more sensible with it and had it 
completely renovated. 

“I haven’t been back because I don’t 
want reality to interfere with my 
memories of the place. 

“I don’t think my parents go back, 
it was a fairly clean break.” 

During her time living in the coun¬ 
ty she attended Penshurst Primary 
School, where she did well in her 


studies and ended up ahead of her 
classmates. 

“The headmaster of Penshurst Pri¬ 
mary, instead of making me trudge 
on with the primary school textbooks 
secured me secondary school text¬ 
books for English and maths. 

“He gave them to me and let me get 
on with it. When I got through my 
English textbooks he gave me Victo¬ 
rian novels, Tess of the D’urbervilles 
was one of them. 

“Thomas Hardy never became one 
of my favourite authors but I really 
respect him for doing that.” 

She said that she had been writing 
pretty much ‘from the point where I 
could hold a pen or pencil’. 

“I have recently started to read 
some of the pages that I wrote as a 
child, there’s quite a lot of them in¬ 
cluding ones that I never showed to 
anybody,” she said. 

“Some of them really had a dark as¬ 
pect to them, there’s a poem called 
the Night Dragon about a dragon that 
slithers silently into towns when eve¬ 
ryone’s asleep and eats night pedes¬ 
trians. That doesn’t even have joined 
up hand writing.” 



WINNER: Frances Hardinge won 


She later studied English at Oxford 
University and began working at a 



free surveys 

Opening Times: 

Monday - Friday 7am - 4.30pm 
Saturday 7am - 3pm 


CALI 01622 220054 

13 www.facebook.com/glebefencing #@glebefencingltd 
108 Hookers Lane, Detling MEM 3JJ 


15 th - 19 th February 

Airfix Make 'n 1 Paint is a great 
opportunity to try your hand at 
model building in an informal 
workshop environment. 

Included in visitor centre ticket price 


- 




4 






www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 


HORNBY 

HOBBIES 

(VISITOR 

jCENTREJ 


Visitor 
Centre and 
Retail Shop 
open 7 days 
a week 
Visitor Centre 
tickets prices 
Adult £5, child 
(ages 5-15) and 
concessions 
£2.50. 


Shop open from 
10am - 4 pm 


H t CAFE ) 


www.facebook.com/ 

hornbymodelrailways 
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HrklldiiU: 
dark, thrilling. 

pATKtCK Ness 


the Costa Book of the Year Award 


software company, but still carried 
on writing. 


It was a well-judged push from her 
friend - fellow author Rhiannon Las¬ 
siter - that helped lead Ms Hardinge to 
her present success, with her first 
book, Fly By Night, published by Mac¬ 
millan in 2005. 

“It was years of writing, a big dol¬ 
lop of luck and a very good friend,” 
she said. 

“We’d already been friends for a 
long time and I’d already been writ¬ 
ing short stories for quite a while and 
started submitting them when I was 
16. I accumulated a collection of re¬ 
jection letters but the more you write 
the better you get. 

“She suggested that we try writing 
something together. 

“That didn’t quite happen, we 
didn’t have a single idea for a book but 
developed two - one each. We still en¬ 
joyed meeting up each week. We de¬ 
cided to give each other feedback on 
what we had written.” 

She showed Ms Lassiter some of the 
pages from Fly By Night. 

“She said ‘you do realise that’s a 
children’s book you’re writing’?,” ex¬ 
plained Ms Hardinge. 

“She’d noticed something I hadn’t 
- that my subject matter and my style 
was much more suited to children’s 
fiction. When I’d written about five 
chapters she said that was good 
enough to send for submission. 

“I said ‘no, it’s not good enough, it’s 
just an experiment’. 

“Rhiannon stole my chapters, took 
them to her editor and within a week 
I had a book deal. 

“Rhiannon had been a published 
writer since she was in her teens.” 

She said that she hoped winning 
the award would bring children’s lit¬ 
erature - a subject that she is very 
passionate about - into the limelight, 


and said that books do a great deal to 
help young people during their form¬ 
ative years. 

“I think underestimating chil¬ 
dren’s fiction is tantamount to under¬ 
estimating younger children as read¬ 
ers,” she said. 

“It has a reputation for being light¬ 
weight, simplistic and a bit fluffy, but 
a lot of it really isn’t. 

“It’s serving the hungriest, smart¬ 
est and most eager to learn minds.” 

She added: “I think books are im¬ 
portant to children in a hundred dif¬ 
ferent ways. 

“They allow you to explore and 
think through a lot of very important 
things. They can offer escape when 
you need it, as sometimes we all do. 

“You work through some powerful 
stuff and consider very important is¬ 
sues. They help you see the world 
through countless different perspec¬ 
tives and understand people from dif¬ 
ferent cultures, different genders, dif¬ 
ferent times and they can tell you 
you’re not alone. 

“If there’s something different 
about you you can find a book that 
tells you you’re not the only person to 
have experienced this.” 

The Lie Tree addresses feminism as 
the character Faith becomes aware of 
the sexism present in the society that 
she lives in. 

“Female education is something I 
take seriously,” she said. “Not all my 
books are as obviously feminist as 
The Little Tree but some of them have 
a trace of that and my female charac¬ 
ters tend to be quite complex in what 
I hope is not a stereotyped way.” 

So what’s next for the author? 

“I am writing another book for 
Macmillan. It’s going to be fantasy, WRITER: Frances Hardinge has been writing from a young age 

but a bit different.” 



Wiltshire Farm Foods make oner 
150 meals that are giuten-free, 
hassle free and deliuered free. 





Gluten-Free Menu Pack for only £24.95 


7 main courses: Braised Beef in Rich Sauce, 
Roast Pork uiitti Cider & Apple Grauy, Diced 
Beef Chilli, Chicken Korma, Salmon & Broccoli 
Supreme, Chicken & Vegetable Casserole, 
Butternut Squash and Butterbean Stem 

ORDER CODE: GF11 



You’d struggle to find just one giuten-free meal on your auerage restaurant menu 
- uihereas you’ll find ouer 150 on ours. That's real choice and real conuenience. 

From Diced Beef Chilli to Rice Pudding, each dish is made using tasty ingredients 
that are perfectly cooked then quick-frozen to lock the goodness in. Order your 
special Gluten-Free Menu Pack and taste some of the great meals on offer. 

AIL auaiiable no-contract, no-commitment and uuith free deliuery. Just order 
rnhat you uiant, uihen you uuant. 


Cali us today or go online for your FREE brochure 

01227 774 999 

miltshirefarmfoods.com 

East 
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you have never 

Remarkable photographs shot through 



shoreline provide a 


By Chris Murphy 


editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


W ■ ^ HESE incredible images 


■ 1 ■ capture our coastline per¬ 


haps like never before. 


Because in a style more 
M synonymous with the 
surfing venues of Hawaii or a Pacific 
paradise island, one Kent artist has 
applied his talents to embracing the 
majesty and power of the sea and the 
way it crashes onto our beaches. 

Ross Andrews, from Broadstairs, is 
perhaps best known in the county for 
the stunning sand art he created for 
Margate’s Dreamland - picturing its 
logo in the seaside town’s golden 
beaches. 

Now he has turned his attention 
and camera lens at the sea. 

He told us: “Having grown up on 
the Kent coast and spending a lot of 
time on the beaches with my sand 
art, I decided to get in the sea and 
take photographs of the shore break 
and the waves crashing in. This is 
seen more often in countries like Ha¬ 
waii but I thought it would be good to 


try here and see what was possible 
around the UK coastline. 

“I was really pleased with my first 
shoot and quickly realised that, like 
my sand art, it would become a bit of 
an addiction. I have always been very 
passionate about the beaches and 
now I’m very fortunate to use both 
sand and sea in my chosen field of art 
and photography. 

“I like to get the shot looking 
through the barrel of a wave and also 
to try to collaborate with the stretch 
of coastline I am shooting, bringing 
the land and sea together. I am out at 
every opportunity and now also pho¬ 
tograph the local surfers. 

“Every time I go out I have real 
sense of excitement, exhilaration and 
nerves as I often head into the water 
when it is at its most fierce. Of course, 
there is a real risk of danger when 
you are playing with nature but I 
have always been a strong swimmer 
and train hard to keep my fitness lev¬ 
els up. It is inevitable that injuries oc¬ 
cur when being smashed into a rocky 
seabed but it’s definitely worth it. 

“The beauty with our water is that 
it is always changing colour, one day 



BOOK NOWBYCAUJNO03330144444* 
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FOOTBALL 
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captured like 
seen it before 

the barrel of waves breaking on our 
We speak to the artist behind them... 


SNAP: Ross Andrew, far right, dons his wetsuit and takes to the sea to take a selection of remarkable photographs 


it can be green the next blue and then 
maybe sandy brown or foamy white. 

“No two waves look the same and 
with the ever changing light makes 
for catching some really great shots. I 
sometimes take my climbing gear 
and rope off over promenades to get 
close to the sea crashing in.” 

It is dangerous work, and Mr An¬ 


drews said being well equipped is 
vital. 

He went on: “Having the right kit is 
important. It is quite specialist and 
not always easily accessible in the 
UIC. 

“Fortunately I have a very good 
wetsuit specially designed for cold 
water use and comes in very handy 


in the middle of January. 

“I have had a really positive re¬ 
sponse with the photography and of¬ 
ten people don’t always believe the 
shots are of the Kent coast. I held my 
first exhibition at the end of last year 
and due to a great response have 
more planned for 2016. 

“I now have sand and sea prints 


available on my website and will be 
releasing some new additions very 
soon. I plan to shoot at as many 
beaches as possible but need the right 
conditions to get the shot.” 

He added: “To my knowledge I am 
the only person doing this in the UK, 
combining sand and sea in my cho¬ 
sen field of art and photography. It is 


seen a lot around the world but gen¬ 
erally people think it is not possible 
here due to lack of waves and dark 
water. 

“When people see the shots they 
often don’t believe it is shot of the 
coast of England.” 

■ To see more of his art, visit 
www. rossandrewsartist .co.uk 



Check out the changes at 


Their fantastic menu offers 
simple yet imaginative dishes 
using the best ingredients, at 
affordable prices.There is a 
daily set lunch menu, along 
with a selection of light bites, 1 
platters and main courses, { 
and a special children’s menu. 

Come and enjoy some time 
with them, whether it is for a 
drink or for a meal. 


Now under new Management, The Granville would like 
to welcome you to their newly refurbished premises. 


Valentine’s Day Menu 


Butternut Squash Pie with oyster mushrooms and truffle oil 
Pan Seared Duck Breast with a deep fried egg, savoy cabbage 
and peppercorn sauce 

Grilled Seabass with Asian noodles and crispy spring onions 
Beef Wellington with red cabbage, green beans and potato gratin 
Herb Crusted Whole Dover Sole with new potatoes 
and parsley butter 


Available Friday, Saturday & Sunday Evening 

Qbe&zdooo 

Beetroot and Blue Cheese Arancini 
Chicken Terrine and pickled mushrooms 
Ham Hock with a fried egg and chips 
Pan fried Mackerel with brown toast and lemon dressing 
Hot Smoked Salmon with cucumber and dill creme fraiche 


A sharing plate of Passion Fruit and Chocolate 


Tel 01227 700402 

Street End, Lower Hardres, Canterbury CT4 7AL 
www. the granvillec anterbury. co.uk 
Find us on Q Facebook and Tripadvisor 
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£215k-a-year 
hospitals’ 
boss admits 
to ‘feeling 
the pressure’ 

Luke May speaks to the chief of the 
East Kent Hospitals University NHS 
Foundation Trust which is facing a 
£37m deficit and a demand for better 




Tel: 01227 479 007 


door’ due to funding pressures will 
take further hold. 

Mr Kershaw says he is willing to 
work with any partners in the best in¬ 
terests of healthcare and patients - 
and doesn’t rule out taking on more 
private contracts. But the public who 
oppose such moves should not be con¬ 
cerned, he stressed. 

He explained: “Privatisation is cer¬ 
tainly not something I’m pursuing, 
clearly there’s a long debate going on 
with politicians. 

“I’m proud of the NHS, having 
worked in it for 24 years, privatisa¬ 
tion is something everybody has an 
opinion on, but we as a trust are just 
focused on providing care. 

“We work with a whole range of 
partners at the hospitals who are fo¬ 
cused on working with people who 
can help provide care for our patients, 
whether those are from private sec¬ 
tors or from the NHS, we have to re¬ 
main open-minded.” 

As the trust works to¬ 
wards escaping special 
measures, Mr Kershaw 
confirmed it would 
not be until May that 
the COC could run a 
new report rating 
the trust, just three 
months away. 

A key concern 
will be emergency 
provision. Much de¬ 
bate in recent 
months has focused 
on just how to handle 
A&E services in the 
east of the county, 
weighing up a balance 
between injury units 
and fully fledged emer¬ 
gency depart- 
s . 


C HIEF executive of the big¬ 
gest NHS trust in the coun¬ 
ty, Matthew Kershaw, has 
admitted he is “feeling the 
pressure” of trying to turn 
around the problems infecting the or¬ 
ganisation. 

The East Kent Hospitals University 
NHS Foundation Trust is currently 
staring down the barrel of a £3/mil¬ 
lion deficit, challenges to its emergen¬ 
cy departments and has only recently 
been upgraded from an “inadequate” 
rating to “requires improvement” 
from independent regular the Care 
and Quality Commission. 

Since the first damning report in 
2014, the management team has 
been replaced but the man tasked 
with leading the trust - which runs 
Ashford’s William Harvey, the Kent 
and Canterbury and Margate’s QEQM 
hospitals, in addition to smaller sites 
in Folkestone and Dover - says he is 
only too aware of the necessity to 
succeed. 

Says Mr Kershaw: “It’s a priority to 


get off of special measures, the trust 
has already made a lot of progress 
and that needs to continue. 

“Of course there’s a pressure on me, 
I take that very seriously. I work hard 
at my job to improve the services. 

“But I can’t make the trust more 
successful on my own, I need to the 
staff to be happy and working with 
me.” 

Certainly there will be little room 
for failure. With a salary of £215,000 
the public will be swift to call for his 
head should he stumble... not to men¬ 
tion the media clamour to see him 
deposed. 

He is no stranger to the challenges 
which lie ahead - or the trust, having 
previously served as its chief operat¬ 
ing office. 

He was formerly CEO at the South 
London Healthcare NHS Trust - 
where he implemented £350m of 
spending cuts. 

Many will fear claims of 
NHS privatisation 

‘through the back 


“Providing quality Furniture for your home ” 


Uniques Furniture Shop 
has now Relocated to 
18.4 UVealden Forest Park, 
Herne Common, Herne Bay CT67L0 

(NEAR WILDWOOD) 


' f UNIQUES 

^1 PlH*- LK.k ■ l\LlnJpd fairiiFil'JlTi- sJUfJp 


Jhifmlr S .lYr na W|h if ."km 


enquiries@uniquesfurnitureshop.co.uk 

www.uniquesfurnitureshop.co.uk 


And, perhaps more importantly, to 
make them hit targets for effective¬ 
ness and waiting times. 

Mr Kershaw, 45, says: “A part of 
service is making sure the emergency 
care timeline is reduced, by making 
sure 95 per cent of emergency pa¬ 
tients are being treated within four 
hours. 

“Of course we need to improve oth¬ 
er areas of our service. It’s one thing 
getting off special measures, but its 
completely different staying off, and 
that is what we’re aiming to do by im¬ 
proving how staff feel about the trust 
and our emergency care services.” 

A key tool the trust is investing in 
to help swell that staff warmth is a 
communications director - a role 
commanding a salary of £100,000. 
Unsurprisingly, such a salary has at¬ 
tracted its fair share of critics. 

Mr Kershaw, however, is adamant 
it is a vital piece of the jigsaw. 

He told KoS: “I think the role can be 
justified. We’ve got 7,500 staff spread 
across our hospitals and community 
facilities, and a big part of us becom¬ 
ing successful is communication, 
both internally amongst staff, and 
externally with the public. 

“If we don’t have it then people will 
wonder what is going on. With com¬ 
munication changing it’s a big part of 
how we operate as we try to improve 
the public’s perception of the trust’s 
hospitals. 

“When we’re recruiting, its true 
some people will choose to work in 
London, but east Kent has a lot to of¬ 
fer, with strong opportunities for all 
medical staff. 

“The best way to bring in staff is to 
build a positive culture in the hospi¬ 
tals, so existing staff will recommend 
to their peers, 

“That still needs improvement, but 
we are working on staff engagement 
to improve job satisfaction, I person¬ 
ally look to be on a different ward or 
department at every hospital each 
week. 

“We will have to look further afield 
to help aid staffing numbers, for 
example of the number of particular 
specialists doctors may not be 
high in one area, so we have to 


recruit from a different area.” 

He also confirmed ambitious plans 
floated in 2014 to sell the existing 
Kent and Canterbury site for develop¬ 
ment and relocate it to a nearby new- 
build are off the table. At least for 
now. It would have streamlined east 
Kent hospital services with just one 
A&E being sited in the city. 

Mr Kershaw explained: “Members 
of the trust were looking at a number 
of options and it has made a view con¬ 
sidering the financial position that a 
single site is unlikely to be a reality in 
the near future.” 

Running an NHS trust is some¬ 
thing of a poisoned chalice right now. 

Budgets are popping all over the es¬ 
tate, staffing is an issue, and there is 
no more emotive topic to win head¬ 
lines than the potentially life and 
death care received in hospitals. 

And the manner in which hospital 
trusts are clawing at ways to recoup 
some funding are rarely smiled upon 
- especially when they appear to hit 
the very people rushing to be with the 
sick or dying. 

Last year, it was announced the 
trust was raking in millions from its 
parking charges across its five hospi¬ 
tals, after it doubled the cost for one- 
hour parking rates. 

Pulling in £3.5m in profit, the trust 
was among the highest earners in the 
country. It is also one of the most 
divisive issues. 

But while Mr Kershaw has vowed 
not to rise the costs during 2016, he 
says charging is essential. 

He said: “All of the money generat¬ 
ed from car parking across each site is 
reinvested back into the hospital. 

“Of course we have to maintain 
and expand car parks, they’ve got to 
kept up to standards. 

“But we also have to prevent people 
from using the car parking on site 
and going elsewhere. 

“It wouldn’t be shocking to see peo¬ 
ple using Canterbury’s parking and 
going to the cricket ground.” 

Whether the trust will make a full 
recovery is very much in the hands of 
Mr Kershaw. For the sake of the good 
health of our health services, we 
should pray he succeeds. 
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RENAULT 

Passion for life 


Renault CAPTUR 

Capture life 
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w 
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Renault CAPTUR Dynamique Nav TCe 90 

with 3 years' free servicing 

5.9%APR From£1 ? 9 £199 

per month deposit 



Renault TWINGO Play SCe 70 

with 3 years' free servicing 


5.9% APR 


From £139 
per month 


£139 

deposit 


Representative Example Renault CLIO Play 1.2 16V 75 



Renault CLIO Play 1.2 16V 75 

with 3 years' free servicing 

5.9% APR From £159 

representative per month 


£159 

deposit 


48 MONTHLY 

CUSTOMER 

DEPOSIT 

CASH 

PRICE 

DEALER 

TOTAL 

FINANCE 

OPTIONAL 

OPTION TO 

TOTAL 


FIXED 

PAYMENTS 

DEPOSIT 

AMOUNT 

FACILITY 

FINAL 

PURCHASE 

AMOUNT 

DURATION 

INTEREST 

OF 

CONTRIBUTION 

OF CREDIT 

FEE 

PAYMENT 

FEE 

PAYABLE 


RATE P.A. 

£159 

£159 

£12,675 

£2,046 

£10,470 

£99 

£4,360 

£149 

£14,445 

49 months 

5.08% 


5.9% APR 
REPRESENTATIVE 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the cars shown are: urban 39.2 (7.2)-47.88 (5.9); extra-urban 60.1 (4.7)-70.62 (4); combined 51.4 
(5.5)-60.1 (4.7). The official C0 2 emissions are 127-105g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel consumption and C0 2 may 
vary according to driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

Finance provided by Renault Finance, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. Indemnities may be required. UK residents (excludes the Channel islands). Over 18s. Terms and conditions apply. Offer based on 6,000 
miles per annum, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. Offers cannot be used with other schemes or finance offers and are available on featured new vehicle when ordered by 31 March 2016 and registered by 30 June 2016. 
Twingo shown with optional Powder Blue paint available at an additional £225. Clio shown has optional Flame Red Renault i.d. metallic paint, available at an additional £595. Captur shown with metallic i.d. paint, available at 
an additional £495 and painted roof at £399 and optional 17" Explore alloy wheels with black inserts, available at £275. 3 years' Renault servicing/30,000 miles (whichever comes first), worth £299. For full servicing terms and 
conditions visit www.motorline.co.uk/renault. 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 01622 616422 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 01227 389706 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 
Tel 01233 216630 


www.motorline.co.uk/renault 

Book a test-drive 
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Listed status 
protects our 
Great War 
memorials 


Chris Murphy reports on how a project 
to mark the Great War’s centenary is 
extending protection through county 


A HOST of war memorials 
across the county have 
become among the first 
to be handed listed status 
to protect them in the fu¬ 
ture and to mark the centenary of the 
First World War. 

The bloody conflict of 1914-1918 
claimed the lives of nine million sol¬ 
diers and saw many millions of others 
wounded. 

Historic England - previously 
known as English Heritage - is plan¬ 
ning to list all 2,800 memorials in the 
country by 2018 to mark the cente¬ 
nary of the end of the conflict. 

Along with the War Memorials 
Trust, it is offering advice and grants 
to help members of the public submit 
applications to have their local war 
memorials listed and repaired where 
necessary. 

And in the first batch of memorials 
to have gain listed status over the last 
year are a host from the county. 

Those that now have Grade II-listed 
status include memorials at The Hill in 
Northfleet; St Edith’s Well in Kemsing 
High Street; Darenth Way, Shoreham; 
on the junction of The Row and High 
Street, Elham; The Grove, Prospect 


Road, Hythe; and at the junction of 
Manston Road, Preston Road and 
High Street at Manston. 

Now it is hoped many more in the 
county will follow suit. 

Historic England told us: “There is 
money available to the owners of these 
memorials, which is usually the local 
council, to spend to ensure there are in 
excellent condition. 

“This is the first time a large batch of 
war memorials have been granted list¬ 
ed status like this. 

“It is important to many local people 
they are maintained properly, and 
with listed status, that will be ensured 
forever.” 

Grade II protection means the sites 
are considered of special interest and 
that “every effort should be made to 
preserve them”. And that normally 
means it is far more complicated and 
expensive to secure planning permis¬ 
sion if a listed site is involved. 

The Historic England spokesperson 
added: “Historic England has pledged 
to list a total of 2,500 war memorials 
over the centenary of the First World 
War. To do this we need members of 
the public to put their war memorials 
forward for listing. 



LISTED: The war memorial at The Hill in Northfleet. Pic: PAUL BENNETT 


“This is all part of a wider partner¬ 
ship we have forged with War Memori¬ 
als Trust, Civic Voice and the Imperial 
War Museums to help communities 
discover, care for and conserve their 
local war memorials. Working with 
enthusiastic volunteers across the 
country, the programme is providing 
up to £2million in grants for war me¬ 
morial repair and conservation and 
hundreds of workshops to teach people 
how to record their memorials and put 
them forward for listing. 

“Our goal is to see as many war me¬ 
morials as possible are in a fitting con¬ 


dition for the centenary, and they re¬ 
main cherished local landmarks for 
generations to come.” 

Historic England said these essential 
structures were built by communities 
in the years following the conflict, of¬ 
fering a poignant, physical reminder of 
the sacrifices and loss the Great War 
brought about. 

Campaigning organisation Kent 
Fallen has a ‘roll of shame’ website with 
14 memorials in disrepair or neglected. 
It calls on the authorities to repair 
them. It claims three others have been 
rectified since they made the list. 


Roger Bowdler is director of listing 
at Historic England. He said: “Re¬ 
searching, recording and recommend¬ 
ing up to 2,500 more war memorials 
for listing over the next five years is a 
major task but one that Historic Eng¬ 
land is proud to undertake. These me¬ 
morials will gain a place on the Na¬ 
tional Heritage List for England to tell 
the story of this country’s sacrifice and 
struggle.” 

■ Anyone who thinks a memorial 
in Kent needs investment should 
visit the www.historicengland.org. 
uk website. 


Author returns with fascinating look at how one village 
coped during the trauma of the Second World War 

Retired journalist reveals how a German bomber crashed down in a local recreation ground and 
how the community rallied in the dark days of war. His latest book also takes a close look at the 
lives of those who made the ultimate sacrifice and are now listed on the village’s war memorial... 


Kennington 
at War 

1939-1945 


A RETIRED Fleet Street journalist 
has published a book examining 
the impact of the Second World War 
on a village near Ashford. 

Kennington at War 1939-1945, by 
Robin Britcher, tells how the village 
coped and of those who are 
remembered on the local war 
memorial. 

The author, who spent many 
years working for the London 
Evening Standard, said: “During 
my research I met the families of 
many of those who died and others 
who lived here during the war. 

They had some remarkable stories 
to tell. 

“There was the night a German 


Heinkel bomber crash-landed on 
what is now the recreation ground 
in May 1941 after being shot down 
by a Spitfire. Neighbours rushed to 
pull the injured crew from the 
wreckage - even providing them 
with cups of tea before they were 
taken away.” 

The navigator Albert Hufenreuter, 
who suffered a broken leg, made an 
emotional return nearly 40 years 
later to visit those who had come to 
his aid. 

Peter Huckstepp, who as a 
teenager had been one of the first to 
reach the plane, explains in the 
book: “There was a knock on my 
front door. A big man was standing 


there and he introduced himself as 
Albert, the navigator of the plane. 
My wife and I invited him in, gave 
him a cup of tea, and he told us the 
whole story.” 

The German also visited the 
home of the couple whose garden 
fence the plane had destroyed to 
apologise. 

The next time the Luftwaffe came 
to Kennington was three days 
before Christmas 1943 when nine 
bombs were dropped bringing 
death and destruction. 

On the lighter side there are 
memories of when food was so 
short rook pie was served for 
dinner, of ammunition stored in the 



Congregational chapel and of 
the evacuees who were billeted 
with local families. 

Mr Britcher, who is also the 
author of Kennington at War 
1914-18, said: “I’ve always felt it 
was important that those who 
lost their lives should be more 
than just a name on the 
memorial - the youngest was 
only 14.1 hope that by telling 
their stories they will be 
remembered by younger 
generations.” 

■ The book is available from 
Savers Newsagent, Faversham 
Road, Kennington, and Bock- 
hanger Post Office, price £5. 


Or by sending at cheque for 
£6.50, made payable to Robin 
Britcher to 169 Faversham 
Road, Kennington, Ashford, 
Kent TN24 9AE. 
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Special offers 



8mm 
Single 
Sliding Door 
1200mm 

Price £295 


5mm Quadrant 
Enclosure & 
Tray 

800mm or 
900mm 

Price £195 


LED Cabinets 
from 

£199 
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Atmos Sigma 
Thermostatic 
Shower & 
Riser Rail 

Price £75 
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Ailsa Kitchen Sink 
Mixer Tap 

Price £19.50 


Mx Complete 
Enclosure inc 
760mm Pivot 
Door side panel 
& Tray 

Price £249 


TRUST THE TEAM AT ALLBITS TO OFFER EXPERT ADVICE 
FOR ALL YOUR BATHROOM AHO PLUMBIHG HEEDS 


MANY OTHER FANTASTIC OFFERS AVAILABLE 
visit our massive, showroom 

Unit 60, John Wilson Industrial Estate, Unit 10, Cinque Ports Road, Mountfield 
Kent, Whitstable CT5 3QT Industrial Estate, New Romney 

01227 281648 TN28 8LH 01797 363623 


Hear us on 


heart 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending February 7,2016 27 

































holidays 






Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Union Gap 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 .ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.co.uk 
www.gnholidays.com 
www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


#ABTA 
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Worthing Winter Warmer Party 

Chatsworth Hotel 11 March, 201 6-Quote:WG3-K0S 


Join us in Worthing for a Winter 
Warmer Party and enjoy £1 drinks 
and live entertainment every night. 
The Chatsworth is one of the finest 
hotels on the south coast, just a 
stone's throw from the sea and a 
short stroll to the town centre. All 
bedrooms are en-suite and a lift 
services all floors. 

INCLUDED: £1 drinks from 7pm to 
10pm both evenings - pint of house 
beer or small glass of wine • 2 dinners 
and 2 breakfasts • Live nightly 
entertainment • 2 nights sharing an 
en-suite room with TV & free wifi 


The Ultimate 60s Christmas Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk Coast isNovyoie-Quote: xph-kos 


Join us at Pontins Pakefield for a Fab Festive 
Party - for over 40s only - to get you in the mood 
for Christmas. With free drinks every night and 
non-stop entertainment from Friday evening to 
Sunday evening, this party is sure to be a blast. 
This years line-up includes: The Searchers, 
Union Gap, The New Honeycombs, The Cufflinks 
PLUS a tribute to Dusty Springfield. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person per night - 
house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped 
soft drinks & mixers • 60s themed entertainment 
I programme • 3 nights standard en-suite chalet - 
I upgrade available • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 

2016 


Mamma Mia & Super 70s Party 

Pontins Pakefield, SuffolkCoast siuiy ,201 e-Quote :ssmos 


Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for a Super Summer Party - for over 
40s only - to make the most of our favourite season. We've lined up a brilliant 
entertainment showbill featuring 70s themed music and nostalgia, including a live 
performance by 70s rock-n-rollers Showaddywaddy, a screening of Mamma Mia the 
movie, plus Abba and Rod Stewart tribute acts. With non-stop entertainment from 
Friday evening to Sunday evening and free drinks every night, this is one party 
weekend you won't want to miss. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, 
pumped soft drinks & mixers • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • Full entertainment programme 
• 3 nights en-suite chalet - upgrade available 

Private Events - You cannot book these self-drive breaks direct with the hotels/resorts 

kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 


60s Party Break 

Stoke Rochford Hall, Lines 


Join us for a 60s-themed private party break 
at a super country house hotel in the heart of 
rural Lincolnshire. Stoke Rochford Hall, near 
Grantham, is a unique hotel housed in a 
historic Victorian mansion set in 28 acres of 
landscaped parkland. You will enjoy live 60s 
tribute acts both nights and guests have free 
access to the hotel's leisure club which 
provides a state-of-the-art gym, heated 
covered pool, sauna and steam room. 

INCLUDED: 2 nights sharing an en-suite 
bedroom with TV & tea/coffee tray • 2 dinners & 

2 breakfasts • Live entertainment both nights 
• Free use of leisure facilities (indoor pool & gym) 


30 April, 2016 
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Visit our newly refurbished 

cafebar 


Our new Cafe Bar opened in December, with a luxurious seating 
area and a new and fresh menu, there is only one place now to relax, 
unwind and refuel after your visit to the club. 




■ A new functional training rig 

■ New upgraded CV equipment 

■ New upgraded resistance equipment 

■ A new expanded free weights area, with plate loaded equipment 


Broadstairs 

join.bannatyne.co.uk 


Scan here to join! 


Bannatyne 

Health Club & Spa 


*Terms and conditions apply. Facilities may vary. 
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Almost half 
of our care 
homes are 
'not good 
enough’ 

Lack of staff, poor training, high-turn- 
over rates, elderly going long periods 
unattended and failures to properly 
assess people’s risks all highlighted by 
Care Quality Commission inspectors... 



CARE : Are the elderly getting the care and help they deserve? What are your views? Let us know... 


David Powles & Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


C ONCERNS have been 
raised about the living 
standards in some care 
homes in Kent after it 
emerged almost half have 
been branded not good enough by 
inspectors. 

Since a new regime of checking 
care homes was introduced in No¬ 
vember 2014, 128 of the 258 homes 
inspected so far in the county have 
been classed as requires improve¬ 
ment or inadequate. 

Analysis of the reports has found 
many of the same concerns raised by 
the Care Quality Commission (COC), 
such as lack of staff, poor training, 
high-turnover rates, the elderly going 
long periods unattended and failures 
to properly assess people’s risks. 

The figures come as fears were 
raised about the sector’s future finan¬ 
cial viability, as it struggles to cope 
with an increasingly elderly popula¬ 
tion, the introduction of the National 
Living Wage and local authority 
spending cuts. 

The homes, a mixture of nursing 
and residential care providers, are 
rated overall and in five key areas; be¬ 
ing caring and responsive, leader¬ 
ship, safety and effectiveness. 

Of the 258 homes, four were out¬ 
standing, 126 were good, 112 re¬ 
quires improvement and 16 inade¬ 
quate. 

So far, only four homes in the coun¬ 
ty have been given an ‘outstanding’ 
rating. 

Mark Lloyd is the general manager 
at Avante Care & Support Ltd, a care 
home business which currently has 
three homes in Kent rated as ‘good’ 
and one home in Chatham rated as 
‘outstanding’. 

He explained why he thought care 
homes may be struggling. 

“I think care is becoming more 
30 Week ending February 7,2016 


complicated, the needs of people are 
far more varied particularly around 
things like dementia care. 

“We’re not exempt from the pic¬ 
ture, we have had to close and sell off 
homes in the past, but we’re coping 
well in a challenging market. 

“We’ve been successful because 
we’ve got a great staffing team, and 
we invest in nursing care to cater for 
patient’s specialist needs as well as 
having mental health specialists at 
our home.” 

The CQC itself raised concerns 
about the state of health care and 
adult social care in England for its 
2014/15 State of Care report. 

It concluded: “There are issues 
around the sustainability of provi¬ 
sion due to the increasing complexity 
of people’s care needs, significant cuts 
to local authority budgets, increasing 
costs, high vacancy rates and pres¬ 
sures from local commissioners to 
keep fees as low as possible.” 

It did find, however, that 60 per 
cent of services were providing good 
or outstanding care. 

It found providers struggle to re¬ 
cruit staff and that turnover can be as 
high as 11 per cent for nurses in resi¬ 
dential care. 

Meanwhile, the number of adults 
receiving local authority-funded so¬ 
cial care services fell from a high of 
around 1.8m in 2008/09 to just over 
1.2m in 2013/14, placing further 
pressure on those who run homes. 

Conservative MP for Maidstone, 
Helen Grant said: “These statistics 
are alarming and demonstrate that 
widespread improvements need to be 
made urgently. 

“Thankfully the COC’s rigorous in¬ 
dependent inspections are highlight¬ 
ing those establishments where 
change is needed in the ongoing chal¬ 
lenge of ensuring all care homes are 
providing the best possible service 
and conditions.” 

Sue Howard, the COC’s deputy 
chief inspector for adult social care in 


kk These statistics 
are alarming and 
demonstrate that 
widespread 
improvements need to 
be made urgently... J J 


Helen Grant, 

Maidstone MP 


the central region, said: “It is always 
disappointing when we inspect adult 
social care services and find stand¬ 
ards are falling short of what people 
should be able to expect. 

“Our role is to make sure health 
and social care services provide peo¬ 
ple with safe, effective, compassion¬ 
ate, high-quality care. 

“We encourage care services to im¬ 
prove and monitor, inspect and regu¬ 
late services to make sure they meet 
fundamental standards of quality 
and safety. 

“We have received positive feed¬ 
back about our new inspection meth¬ 
odology. We continually monitor the 
progress and improvements provid¬ 
ers are making, for example, of those 
services we have inspected we saw a 
drop in the number of services rated 
as Inadequate, from nine per cent to 
four per cent. 

“Many of these were a result of re¬ 
inspections, where we were pleased 
to see real change and improvements 
for the people receiving care.” 

A 2015 report by Community Care 
found residential staff were missing 
out on vital training in dementia 
care, safeguarding and the Mental 
Capacity Act. 

Meanwhile, a November report by 
the think tank ResPublica, in part- 
East 


nership with Four Seasons Health 
Care, HC-One and GMB, described 
Britain’s residential care sector as be¬ 
ing ‘in crisis’ and questioned its fu¬ 
ture viability. 

It estimated nationally there would 
be a funding gap of over £lbn for old¬ 
er people’s residential care by 
2020/21, which could result in the 
loss of around 37,000 beds. 

Factors in this include an increas¬ 
ing older population, over 65s make 
up 18 per cent of the population (and 
set to rise to 25 per cent by 2050), the 
introduction of the living wage, a 
large proportion of the health and 
care budget spend being spent on 
acute conditions and spending cuts 
which mean 90 per cent of local au¬ 
thorities now only provide funding 
for older people with substantial or 
critical needs. 

It claimed that instances like the 
Southern Cross collapse, which saw 
dozens of homes close in 2011, will be 
repeated and this will end up with 
those residents displaced having to be 
looked after in hospitals, creating fur¬ 
ther bed-blocking problems. 

Nationally, the government is 
pushing councils to treat people in 
their homes for longer. 

But there are fears that could come 
at a cost, with homes closing and 
some elderly people ending up 
languishing on hospital wards, be¬ 
cause they are not fit to go home, but 
there are no care homes to look after 
them. 

Professor Martin Green, of Care 
England, echoed these fears, calling 
for the government to do more to set 
national guidelines to prevent a post¬ 
code lottery from emerging. 

He added: “The government has 
shirked its responsibility and passed 
this to local authorities to be in 
charge of and that means we have 
some councils who are doing well 
and others who are languishing. 


It needs to be consistent.” 

A Kent County Council spokesper¬ 
son said: “Most care homes are pri¬ 
vately owned and when concerns are 
raised about the standards of care 
provided, KCC will investigate 
through an adult safeguarding route, 
if appropriate, or a contractual moni¬ 
toring visit to make sure that all resi¬ 
dents are safeguarded. 

“If a home is found to fall short of 
the required standards, KCC works 
intensively with the care homes and 
with CQC to improve standards and 
to make sure that the residents’ well¬ 
being is protected. 

“KCC has the power to place sanc¬ 
tions on a contracted home for the 
protection of the residents’ welfare 
which may mean no further local au¬ 
thority residents are placed in the 
home. 

“Failure to improve can result in 
residents who are placed by KCC to be 
placed elsewhere. 

“However those people who fund 
themselves will be advised and sup¬ 
ported by KCC, but the decision to 
leave a placement rests with them¬ 
selves and their families.” 


CQC RATINGS 
FOR KENT 
CARE HOMES: 


■ Outstanding - 4 (2 
per cent) 

■ Good - 126 (49 per 
cent) 

■ Requires Improve¬ 
ment - 112 (43 per cent) 

■ Inadequate - 16 (6 
per cent) 
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KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, SHOWERS & CENTRAL HEATING 
THE BIG TKM SALE NOW ON 


HEATED TOWEL RAILS 

END OF LINE CLEARANCE 

CHROME 45OW X 800H mm £35.00 
WHITE 420W X 700H mm £29.99 

WHITE 500W X 764H mm £29.99 

WHITE 600W X 760H mm £39.99 

Full range of other sizes from stock 


THERMOSTATIC SHOWEF 

END OF LINE CLEARANCE % - 

Hansgrohe Ecostat 1001 SL ■ ^ 

TREVI THERM EXPOSED 

AQUALISA BBVOOI EXPOSED 

TREND BUILT-IN 

SQUARE BUILT-IN 

[.VALVES 

-^£169.00 

£99.99 

£179.99 

£99.99 

£129.99 

SHOWER ARMS AND HEADS:- ^ 

SPECIAL CLEARANCE J 

SHORT SHOWER ARM ONLY FROM £12.00 

SHORT CEILING ARM VADO ONLY FROM £10.00 
ROUND SHOWER HEAD 200MM £19.95 

SQUARE SHOWER HEAD 200MM £46.95 

SQUARE SHOWER HEAD 300MM £139.00 

CHROME BOTTLE TRAPS 

SPECIAL CLEARANCE 

FROM £19.95 


KITCHEN SINK MIXER TAPS 

FROM £29.95 

0, 

LI [ 

SAFETY GRAB BARS WHITE 

FROM £14.95 

ROCA WC FRAME AND 

CONCEALED CISTERN 

SPECIAL CLEARANCE 

£99.95 


WETROOM GLASS 

SCREEN 1200MM WIDE 

SPECIAL CLEARANCE EX-DISPLAY 
£99.95 

Full range of other sizes from stock 

2J * 


BATH SHOWER SCREENS 

END OF LINE CLEARANCE 

FROM £39.00 



<IXM 


TOILET SEATS 

TO CLEAR 
FROM £10.00 


BASIN & PEDESTALS 

END OF LINE 
FROM £25.00 


CLOAKROOM 
WALL BASINS 

TO CLEAR 
FROM £19.95 


SEMI-RECESSED BASINS 

TO CLEAR 
FROM £25.00 


HANSGROHE RAINDANCE 
CONNECT SHOWER 
PIPE 240 

TO CLEAR 
£199.00 



WC SUITES CLOSE 
COUPLED WITH SEAT 

FROM £59*95 

30 Other WCs on Display 



2 YEAR WARRANTY 


COMBI BOILERS 

PRO BY IDEAL 
24 KW £552.00 
30KW £612.00 
35 KW £672.00 

All above boilers complete with standard flue and time 
clock. Also see offers on Glowworm, Vaillant & Worcester 


Procombi 


RADIATOR 

CLEARANCE 

SINGLE RADS FROM £25.00 
P+ RADS FROM £30.00 
DOUBLE RADS FROM £35.00 

Sizes up to 1600 long 
First come first served 


1 




BATHS ACRYLIC 
5 MM THICK 

3 SIZES FROM STOCK 

1500 x 700mm 
1600 x 700mm 
1 700 x 700mm 

Any Size £99 

You save up to £93 


BATHS PANELS 

END OF LINE 
CLEARANCE 

WALNUT EFFECT 1 700MM 
PINE EFFECT 1700MM 
WHITE ACRYLIC 1700MM 
WHITE GLOSS MDF 1700 
WHITE GLOSS MDF 1600 
WHITE GLOSS MDF 1500 



£35.00 

£49.00 

£20.00 

£59.00 

£59.00 

£59.00 


DUST SHEETS 

SIZES WAS NOW 
8X6 £10.95 £4.95 

12X9 £13.99 £5.95 

24X3 £15.99 £6.95 


PVA 5 LTR 

£5.95 


KITCHEN SINKS 

END OF LINE CLEARANCE 
FROM £20.00 
PLUS CERAMIC 
SINKS FROM £179 


RCi 


SHOWER ENCLOSURE PACK 

900 x 900 QUADRANT WITH STONE 
RESIN SHOWER TRAY £199.00 

Full range of other sizes available 


IU 


COMPACT VANITY UNIT 
IDEAL FOR CLOAKROOMS 

HALF PRICE 

NOW ONLY £79.95 
SIZE 400 X 220mm 



ELECTRIC SHOWERS 
8.5kw £59.95 
9.5kw £69.95 

Full range of Mira & Triton 
shower from stock 


Call our team on 01304 374774 

Or visit our showroom to view our full range: 91 - 91a St Richard’s Road, 

Walmer, Deal CT14 9JU www.tkm.uk.com 

Directions from Sandwich/Thanet - Coming into Deal, at the mini roundabout, continue straight across onto Manor Road. Take 3rd exit onto Mill Hill, 
Turn left at the top of the hill. We are on the right, opposite the water tower. OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK, MON-FRI 7.30AM-5.00PM, SAT 8AM-4PM 


'"piD | 

vat 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending February 7,2016 31 


























































VALENTINE’S EVENTS 

Valentine's Dinner in the Manor Restaurant 

12 th & 14 ,K February 

Enfloy a delicious, -specially created, five course dinner in the Manor Restaurant 
and a red rose few the lady. Music From out resident pianist. 

£140 per couple: 

Valentine's Dinner in the Pavilion Restaurant 

as** 1 & M* February 

A, three course dinner incur relaxed but sophisticated restaurant wMh a 
glass of kLr royale each and 3 fed rose will be given to the lady. 

£1 ID per couple 

Valentine’s Day Lunch in The Manor Restaurant 

Sunday, I4 4 * February 

A special, three course Table d'M&te lunch in The Manor Restaurant and a 
red rose lor the lady Music frgrrt nui resident pianisl. 

£60 per couple 

Pink Champagne Afternoon Tea 

13' h & 14 ,h February 

Treat someone you kwe to a very imperial Valentines Afternoon Tea al Eastwel 
Manor. 5erv&} with a gjaivof pmk champagne each and a led rose 1 for the lady. 
£70 per-couple 

WEDDING FAYRE 

Sunday, 21 "’February 2016 J 0 sm- 4 pm 

For those who've sei a daw, for those scill deciding and oven for those wishing, 
ihe East we 11 Manor Wedding Fay re is a must. There will he a fine selection 
of exhibitors, fashion shows and prize draws - plus all the advice you need 
Fiom their wedding experts. Entry arid par-king Is free. Discover how magical 
your wedding could he at R he last well Manor wedding fay re. 

STOP PRESS: One exhibitor space remaining 


MOTHERING SUNDAY 

Sunday, & h March 2016 

Lunch in The Manor Restaurant 

A traditional three couise Table d r H6te lunch in the award winning Manor 
Restaurant in eluding coflee and petit fours, with music from our resident 
pianist. 

£ 35 per person Every molher receives a gift 

Carvery in The Pavilion Restaurant 

Enjoy j three course Sunday carvery lunch in our more informal Pavilion 

Restaurant with live Ja?]f. 

£25 p&t pecson Every mother recoJws a grJr 

COURTYARD EVENTS 

10 th July 

Theaire in The Courtyard: "All's Well Th^i fnrts Weir [Shakespeare] presented 
by The Changeling ThG-aRre Company. 

24 th July 

Theatre m 1 ihe Courtyard: ‘'She Sloops To Conquer" (Oliver Goldsmith) 
presented by The Changeling Theatre Company. 

31“ July 

Music m ihe CoLirRyard: "Abba love", a 4 piece band Abba Tribute Ad singing 

all their besi hils. 

Performance only - £21,50 per person 

Pre-Performance four course table d'hote dinner In the Manor Restaurant 
from 5,Ot^m followed by the performance at ADOpm ■ £61,50 per person 

Pre-performance HBQ al the Pavilion Restaurant from S.QOpm followed by 

the perFofmafice at 7.00pm £01.60 per person 

Di -n.'tn under 12 hafl price net food and lieenud tun hie evaiUAie before 
and during ihe pff&i manir hen pieftia. 


Tel: 01233 213000 I Email: reservation 5 @eastweilm 3 norco.uk j www.eastwellmanor.co.uk 


Easiwetl Park, Bought©!! Lees, Ashford, Kent TM25 4Hfi 
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SUCCESS: Ben Bowman will be performing a number of Michael Jackson’s songs 


h a love o 



v_y 


acksons classics 


Molly Kersey-Law spoke to Ben Bowman about show Jackson Live In Concert 


» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


A MICHAEL Jackson im¬ 
personator from the 
Isle of Sheppey will be 
bringing his successful 
stage show to Graves¬ 
end and Margate. 

Ben Bowman will be emulating 
the pop legend in Jackson Live in 
Concert. 

As well as singing the perform¬ 
er’s well-known hits, Mr Bowman 
will be recreating a number of his 
dance routines. 

“The show is based on all of 
Michael Jackson’s world tours - of 
which there are three,” he told KoS. 

“It’s a salute to him, his career 
and his music. 

“There’s some songs in there that 
Michael Jackson never performed 
live solo, like Can You Feel It and 
Don’t Stop ‘Til You Get Enough.” 

Mr Bowman has been 
impersonating the musical legend 


since he was a teenager. 

“I began being a Michael Jackson 
impersonator when I was finishing 
up in school,” he said. 

“I started by performing in as¬ 
sembly, dancing to his music. It all 
started for me when one of my 
friends pointed out to me that I 
sound a lot like him when I sing. 

“One of my teachers said ‘you 
should really try and put a show 
together’. 

“She helped me put together a 
show, it was my first one and from 
there I met my first manager. We 
went from there and bought cos¬ 
tumes and equipment.” 

He started working with James 
Baker Productions in 2009 and col¬ 
laborates with Sweeney Entertain¬ 
ments to put on the production. 

“It took about a year to build it 
up,” he said. 

“In a year we were playing 3,000 


seat theatres. It really has snow¬ 
balled and we are extremely proud 
of what’s happened to it, it’s done 
incredibly well.” 

Mr Bowman is looking forward 
to performing in the county where 
he grew up. 

“It’s really great for me. It’s really 
nice to see a good turn out for the 
shows that we do around here. I live 
in Walderslade now. I do love Kent, 
but I don’t know where I’ll end up.” 

So what helps Michael Jackson’s 
music remain so popular? 

Mr Bowman explained: “I genu¬ 
inely believe that he cared about 
mankind and he really wanted his 
music to make a difference. I think 
people really relate to that. I cer¬ 
tainly still see a lot of love for 
Michael Jackson, even though he’s 
passed on there’s so much love for 
him out there. 

“It’s incredible to watch the reac¬ 


tion of some of the crowd who are 
keeping his legacy alive. 

“Adele is a good example of the 
fact that no matter how many elec¬ 
tronic, complicated things they 
come up with in the music industry, 
people still prefer a singer-song- 
writer that puts all their heart into 
their music, that’s why they come 
back after years and years and do so 
well. 

“I think Michael Jackson was one 
of those people, but times ten. He 
was a singer and dancer and all the 
rest of it.” 

Jackson Live in Concert will be at 
the Woodville, Gravesend, on Feb¬ 
ruary 12 at 7.30pm. 

He will be performing at the Mar¬ 
gate Winter Gardens on February 
13 at 7.30pm. 

For more details, visit www. 
woodville.co.uk or www.mar- 
gatewintergardens.co.uk. 
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Treat a loved one to a subscription this Christmas. Each issue is 
delivered to their door - a reminder of your generosity every month! 




gw r ;at k i; \s( >\sto si isscri m 

* SAVE up to 54% bv six* monthly 
Direct Debit - from just £10-99 

+ SAVE up to 44% by card or cheque 
- from £26,99 

* FREE UK delivery 

+ FREE gift card to give to your 
recipient 

* SAVE an extra £5 when you 
order two subscriptions 


S^o 


UP 


54 % 




EASY WAYS TO ORDER 


www. subscriptionsave.co.uk/xNEWS 
0844 848 4211 quoting LMMXNPFl 
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Joe Pasquale is starring in this 
year's Orchard Theatre panto 



By Molly Kersey-Law 

molly.kersey-law@archant.co.uk 


D ARTFORD’S Orchard 
Theatre has an¬ 
nounced that their 
pantomime this year 
will be Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs, and tickets 
to the show are available now. 

Well-known comedian and ac¬ 
tor Joe Pasquale will be starring in 
the production. 

Mr Pasquale has appeared in a 
number of stage shows such as The 
Producers and Spamalot, and he 
has presented TV shows including 
An Audience With Joe Pasquale 
and The Price Is Right. 

He was crowned winner of ITV 
reality show I’m A Celebrity Get 
Me Out Of Here in 2004 and also 
appeared on Dancing On Ice. 

He has also previously appeared 
in pantomimes including Cin¬ 
derella, Peter Pan and Jack and the 
Beanstalk. 

The Orchard Theatre has en¬ 
joyed a number of successful panto 
seasons before. 

More than 30,000 people made 
their way to the theatre to watch 
last year’s pantomime - Dick Whit¬ 
tington - starring EastEnders actor 


Shane Richie as the title role. 

Theatre director Chris Glover 
said: We were thrilled to present 
such a top quality production once 
again, receiving fantastic reviews 
from audiences and critics. 

“Customers are immediately 
booking for this year’s pantomime, 
with over 6,500 tickets already 
sold for Snow White and The Seven 
Dwarfs, it’s never too early to 
book.” 


Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs will be running at the Or¬ 
chard Theatre from December 10 
to 31, with performances at vari¬ 
ous times. 

A number of access for all per¬ 
formances will also be taking 
place. 

A signed performance will take 
place on December 14 at 7pm, a re¬ 
laxed performance will take place 
on December 20 at 2pm and an 


audio-described performance will 
be held on December 31 at 1pm. 

Booking tickets to the panto¬ 
mime early is advised to avoid dis¬ 
appointment. 

For more information about the 
performances that are taking 
place or to book tickets to the show 
you can visit www.orchardthea- 
tre.co.uk. 

Alternatively you can call the 
ticket office on 01322 220000. 


Dane Baptiste up on stage 


COMEDIAN Dane Baptiste will 
be performing his new show 
- Reasonable Doubts - at the 
Gulbenkian, Canterbury. 

The performance will take 
place on March 6. 

Call 01227 769075 to book. 



Legally Blonde in Margate 


MUSICAL Legally Blonde will be performed at 
the Margate Winter Gardens. 

It is based on the hit film and tells the story of 
Elle Woods’ journey through law school. 

The show runs from May 11 to 14. 

For more details, visit www.margatewinter- 
gardens.co.uk. 


Beauty and the Beast 


AN adaptation of Disney’s 
Beauty and the Beast will be 
performed at the Stag Theatre, 
Sevenoaks, on February 13. 

Performances will take place 
at 2pm and 6.30pm. 

Call 01732 450175 to book. 



Gargantua is in Dartford 

MEMBERS of the Orchard Youth Theatre will be 
staging Carl Grose’s Gargantua at the Orchard 
Theatre, Dartford, from February 21 to 22. 

It tells the story of Mr and Mrs Mungus, 
whose baby turns out to be a monster with an 
insatiable appetite for anything that moves. 

To book call the ticket office on 01322 220000. 



Wealden Hall 

London Road, Larkfield, 

Kent, ME20 6DE 

Telephone: 

01732 840259 

wealdenhall.larkfield@greeneking.co.uk 
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Broke 'N' Beat Collective 


THE Broke ‘N’ Beat Collective 
will be performing at the 
Theatre Royal, Margate, on 
March 18 at 7.30pm. 

They combine hip hop, 
theatre and puppetry. 

Call 01843 292795 to book. 



Girls Names in Ramsgate 


BAND Girls Names will be performing at the 
Ramsgate Music Hall on February 20. 

They will be performing tracks from their 
new album Arms Around A Vision. 

The show starts at 7.30pm and tickets are £8. 
Visit www.ramsgatemusichall.com for more 
details. 


Frankie Boyle in Margate 


COMEDIAN Frankie Boyle will 
be performing his new show - 
Hurt Like You’ve Never Been 
Loved - at Margate Winter 
Gardens on March 5. 

Tickets are £25. 

To book, call 01843 292795. 



A beer and cider festival 

A BEER and cider festival will be taking place at 
Crabble Corn Mill in May. 

It was showcase a range of beers and ciders 
and will take place over the last May Bank 
Holiday weekend - from May 27 to 29. 

Tickets can be purchased on the day or by 
visiting www.ccmt.org.uk. 


Comedian Omid Djalili 
in two Kent venues 



By Molly Kersey-Law 

moUy.kersey-Law@archant.co.uk 


AWARD-WINNING comedian and 
actor Omid Djalili will be perform¬ 
ing at two Kent venues during his 
UK tour. 

As well as having a successful 
comedy career, Mr Djalili has also 
appeared in West End shows, 
Hollywood films and TV shows. 

His film credits include the 
Golden Globe award-nominated 
Shaun the Sheep Movie, Mr Nice, 
Gladiator, The Mummy and The 
Infidel. 

Speaking about the numerous 
films he has appeared in, he said: 

“I don’t have a favourite. 

“The thing about movies is that 
they are filmed and captured in 
that state forever.” 

He added: “The reason I love 
stand up is because there is always 
the opportunity to improve it and 
make it better.” 

His current TV projects include 
Sky 1 series Stan Lee’s The Lucky 
Man and BBC series Dickensian - 
in which he plays Mr Venus. 

“He is a taxidermist who makes 
a fleeting appearance in Our 
Mutual Friend, Dickens’ last 


novel,” he said. 

“It’s all of Dickens’ characters in 
one original series. I’m a fan of the 
mega mix so I like the concept.” 

Speaking about Stan Lee’s The 
Lucky Man, he added: “It’s dark 
and tantalizing. It’s about the 
power of having luck.” 

Mr Djalili will be at Whitstable’s 
Horsebridge Centre on March 30 
and 31 and the Hazlitt Theatre, 
Maidstone, on April 22, perform¬ 
ing what has been referred to as 
‘his most relevant show to date’. 

He will be discussing issues 


including terror attacks, a subject 
that he has tackled in his shows 
before. 

He said: “If a comedian is 
successful in lampooning so called 
human beings known as ‘terror¬ 
ists’ we take a collective step closer 
to removing the fear in society 
that they seek to create.” 

For more information about the 
Whitstable performance or to 
book tickets you can call 01227 
281174. 

For tickets to the Maidstone 
show call 01622 758611. 



MOVIE: Mr Djalili’s film credits 
include Shaun The Sheep 



LITERARY: Dickensian features 
Charles Dickens’ characters 



What’s On 
in Your 
Local Area? 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 
01732 456196 • 07788878857 
email: sue.camichael @ btinternet.com 

SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 


APPROVED CONTRACTOR 



SEiis 

DOMESTIC 
INSTALLER i±J 



Localsearch24 
business database 
October 2014 


over, 


.dentists in London 
on localsearch2' 
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bread and brother v love 


Francesca Gosling attends a masterclass with TV’s Fabulous Baker Brothers, Tom and Henry Herbert 


W HEN it comes to 
home cooking, 
there is nothing 
quite like the smell 
and taste of freshly- 

baked bread. 

But - as my own experience con¬ 
firms - making bread from scratch 
can be an arduous process that can 
go wrong at pretty much every stage. 

Thankfully, help is at hand in the 
form of a masterclass with TV’s Fabu¬ 
lous Baker Brothers, aka Tom and 
Henry Herbert, to try my hand at 
easy ways to make a range of loaves. 

The brothers are experienced in 
pretty much every area of baking. But 
they faced a new challenge when 
they embarked on a project with 
brewer AB InBev, to create a range of 


‘Beer Bread’ - bespoke bread recipes 
to match different beers. 

“Both bread and beer were devel¬ 
oped at the same time thousands of 
years ago by the Egyptians,” says a 
thoroughly excited Tom. 

“They share key ingredients, so 
they’re natural bedfellows.” 

It’s not long before I’m getting stuck 
in and having a go at making a pine¬ 
apple soda bread (designed to perfect¬ 
ly compliment a chilled bottle of Stel¬ 
la Artois). Possibly one of the simplest 
types to bake, soda bread uses baking 
powder - rather than yeast - to rise, so 
it doesn’t need proving, meaning 
there are fewer stages in the process 
to mess up. Instead of using regular 
flour, we start off with a base of spelt. 

“It’s a great source of fibre,” says 


llUI 



BAKING : Henry and Tom Herbert 


Henry, “and has a low GI, so it’s quite 
good for you - and can even help pre¬ 
vent bowel cancer.” 

We mix it with buttermilk, pineap¬ 
ple and a splash of Stella, before get¬ 
ting our hands in to knead and 
squeeze it together. 

After shaping our loaves into 
slightly flattened ‘boules’, cutting 
crosses into the tops to allow the heat 
through, and baking for about half 
an hour, we brush them with a glaze 
made from reduced Stella and pineap¬ 
ple juice, then sprinkle with barley. 

“This bread is like eating a pina co- 
lada cocktail,” says Tom. 

While there was nowhere near 
enough time in the masterclass to try 
our hand at baking all the recipes the 
brothers have developed, we are giv¬ 


en a limitless supply to taste. 

My favourite is the apple, walnut, 
barley and malted wheat seeded loaf, 
designed to accompany a cold bottle 
of Beck’s Vier. However, the clear 
winner in the room is the light and 
fluffy Hoegaarden-inspired brioche, 
flavoured with spiced orange and co¬ 
riander. 

The rest of the brothers’ repertoire 
includes a traditional sourdough 
made from Hobbs House Bakery’s 
own 60-year-old yeast starter, to 
partner with a golden goblet of Leffe, 
a crusty tiger bread to serve up as a 
hefty sandwich with a Budweiser and 
- Tom’s favourite - a tangy sea salt 
and lime-encrusted cornbread, car¬ 
rying the light and refreshing fla¬ 
vours of an ice-cold Corona. 


Can we be content? 

COMEDIAN Richard Herring will be 
bringing his new show - Happy Now 
- to Folkestone. 

In his 12th solo stand-up show, Mr Herring 
explores whether or not we are meant to be 
truly content. 

He will be performing at the Folkestone 
Quarterhouse on April 16 at 8pm. 

For more information or to book tickets you 
can visit www.quarterhouse.co.uk. 


Tale of The Bodyguard 

I HIT musical The Bodyguard will be 
performed in Canterbury. 

It tells the story of bodyguard Frank 
Farmer, who is hired to protect celebrity 
Rachel Marron from a stalker and the two 
unexpectedly fall in love. 

It will be at the Marlowe Theatre from 
February 17 to 27. 

For more details or to book you can visit 
www. marlowetheatre. com. 


Ballet due in Chatham 

THE Russian State Ballet will be 
performing Sleeping Beauty in 
Chatham in October. 

The classic ballet features composer 
Tchaikovsky’s score. 

The production will be at the Central 
Theatre on October 15. 

Tickets to the performance start at £21. 

For more information or to book tickets visit 
www.ticketsmedway.gov.uk. 


Opera in Folkestone 

ELLEN Kent’s production Tosca will be 
performed in Folkestone in May. 

Presented by Opera and Ballet Interna¬ 
tional, the show is set in Rome and deals with 
themes including love and treachery. 

It will be at the Leas Cliff Hall on May 8. 

The performance will start at 7.30pm. 

For more details or to book tickets to the 
show you can visit www.atgtickets.com/ 
folkestone. 
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Tobago keeps working its charm 


TRAVEL REVIEW: Tobago 

by ALex Dudok de Wit 


F OR an island that’s named 
after the stuff, Tobago is 
short on good tobacco. I’m 
drifting through the shops 
in the lush coastal hamlet of 
Castara, hoping to find something 
other than the dreaded red Du Mau- 
rier packs. 

My search takes me up into the 
hills that enclose the village, where 
the houses thin out and give way to 
tropical foliage. I pass tethered goats, 
bamboo thickets and drooping rain 
trees, eventually stopping beneath a 
squat white Methodist church on a 
hilltop. My eyes take in the kaleido¬ 
scope of chlorophyll around me: lime 
yellows, grass greens, deep viridians 
- and, in a gap between the leaves, the 
dark sparkle of the sea. I feel calm; I 
no longer need the cigarettes. 

This is my first time in the Carib¬ 
bean. I’ve come to unwind. Tobago 
has built a burgeoning tourism in¬ 
dustry around its image as a mellow 
alternative to its busier neighbours. 

Showy resorts and tacky clubs are 
scarce; beaches are unspoiled; no¬ 
where does tourism threaten to over¬ 
whelm the community. Everything is 
on a manageable scale. 

The novel idea that you can enjoy 
yourself in a foreign country without 
infuriating the locals, upsetting their 
economy and wrecking their envi¬ 
ronment, which finds expression in 
the concept of sustainable tourism, is 
taking off here. I’m spending some 
time within one of the pioneers of the 
trend on the island: Castara Retreats, 
a fetching cluster of wood-built lodg¬ 
es set among the village’s hills. 

I’m put up in the Fisherman’s 
Lodge, which used to be just that, be¬ 
fore owners Steve and Sue bought 
and repurposed it as a sleekly fur¬ 
nished guesthouse. Over a daiquiri 




SCENIC: Tobago has ‘a score of secluded beaches’ 


on the Retreats’ terrace bar, Steve - a 
bluff Welshman who looks like a 
slighter, sun-kissed David Bowie - 
lays out his creed: he aims to draw, as 
far as possible, on what’s already 
there, such as local services and the 
island’s natural resources. The Re¬ 
treats should be integrated into Cas- 
tara’s community, not imposed on it. 

Steve combines a forthright prag¬ 
matism with a keen interest in the 
people around him. Before long, he’s 


worked out I’ve never been fishing, 
and decides to do something about it. 

The pace of the days in Castara may 
be slow, but it picks up in Steve’s mo¬ 
torboat. He and his stepson, Callum, 
are taking me out to sea. 

I unspool my fishing line, lean back 
and study the swiftly passing coastal 
scenery, occasionally pausing to reel 
in a bonito. 

As our catch count climbs, the 
view shifts from the outer reaches of 


Castara’s cove to tree-capped rocky 
outcrops, then to white sand. We’ve 
reached Cotton Bay, a honeymoon- 
perfect beach with nobody on it - our 
lunch spot. The beach is inaccessible 
by road; we are alone with the lizards 
and pile of freshly caught bonito. 

Tobago abounds in impossibly ro¬ 
mantic hideaways. Cotton Bay is one 
of a score of secluded beaches pepper¬ 
ing the coast. From these, one spies 
mysterious outlying islands. 


TRAVEL FACTS 


Alex Dudok de Wit was a 
guest of Visit Tobago. 

Visit www.visittobago.gov.tt 
for more details. 

Doubles at Castara Retreats 
(www.castararetreats .com) 
start from £80 with breakfast 
and doubles at Blue Waters Inn 
(www. bluewatersinn. com) 
start from £140. 

British Airways fly from 
London Gatwick to Tobago 
from £495 return. 


The view from my room at Blue 
Waters Inn, a tranquil seaside hotel 
where I spend a few nights en route to 
Castara, takes in Goat Island, on 
which stands a solitary house that 
may or may not have belonged to Ian 
Fleming (nobody’s quite sure). 

Behind it, Little Tobago - an unin¬ 
habited birdwatcher’s paradise - low¬ 
ers on the horizon. Then there’s To¬ 
bago’s dense Forest Reserve, the 
oldest forest conservation zone in the 
western hemisphere (est. 1776), and 
home to a delightful array of flora, 
fauna and purling waterfalls. 

The sun rises early in Tobago. On 
my last day, I get up at dawn and head 
to the beach, where the local fisher¬ 
men are casting a net the size of Bel¬ 
gium in the bay. I watch them scan 
the waters for fish and adjust their 
huge mesh. 

Faces grown familiar pass me on 
the way, and we nod good morning. 
The cicadas are stirring; I walk up to 
join them among the trees in the hills. 
And from there I see it all below me in 
the brightening air: the houses, the 
people, the white sand and the dark 
sea beyond, all calm. 

Once more, Tobago is working its 
charm - the clamour of city life has 
never seemed further away. 


Film Reviews by Damon Smith 




SPOTLIGHT 

(15, 129 mins) Drama/Thriller 

AT its best, investigative journalism 
is a scalpel that slices through fatty 
rhetoric and cuts readers to the 
bones of institutions that should be 
defending our interests. 

In early 2002, the Spotlight 
Investigations team of the Boston 


Globe ran a series of meticulously 
researched articles, exposing the 
sexual abuse of minors in the 
Boston archdiocese. 

Coverage of the scandal rippled 
far beyond the city and compelled 
other victims to come forward, 
which sent shockwaves through the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

The newspaper was subsequent¬ 
ly awarded the 2003 Pulitzer Prize 
for Public Service in Journalism for 
its courageous and comprehensive 
coverage, which lifted a heavy veil 
of secrecy stretching back several 
decades. 

Thomas McCarthy’s impeccably 
crafted drama pays tribute to the 
close-knit team of tenacious editors 
and reporters who tirelessly 
pursued the ugly truth and wrung 
their sweat and tears into the 
exposes. 

Deputy Managing Editor Ben 
Bradlee Jr - played by John Slattery 
- presides over the Boston Globe 


newsroom and has direct responsi¬ 
bility for the Spotlight team led by 
Walter “Robby” Robinson - played 
by Michael Keaton. 

Down in the basement, Robby 
and colleagues Michael Rezendes 
(Mark Ruffalo), Sacha Pfeiffer 
(Rachel McAdams) and Matt 
Carroll (Brian d’Arcy) invest 
thousands of man hours following 
leads. 

Their work is valuable, but costly, 
and incoming Boston Globe editor 
Marty Baron (Liev Schreiber) 
makes clear he is willing to make 
difficult cuts. 

“I’m focused on finding a way to 
make this paper essential to its 
readers,” he tells Robby. 

The team is mired in a potentially 
explosive story. 

Attorney Mitchell Garabedian 
(Stanley Tucci) claims to have 
documents which prove Cardinal 
Bernard Law (Len Cariou) knew 
about abuse within the diocese and 


did nothing. Marty authorises 
Robby to quietly pursue the story 
before he is personally summoned 
to a meeting with the Cardinal. 

Battle lines are drawn and Robby 
pleads with his writers to keep their 
emotions in check as they are 
confronted with horrific stories of 
shattered innocence. 

‘ 'I don’t want the Chancery 
getting wind of this before we know 


what we have,” he implores. 

Spotlight is a clinical, precise and 
riveting dramatization of a bloody 
war of words in a city in the thrall of 
the church. 

The ensemble cast are exem¬ 
plary with Ruffalo gifted the film’s 
stand-out scene of unfettered 
indignation that undoubtedly 
secured him an Oscar nomination 
as Best Supporting Actor. 
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By Hannah Stephenson 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


S O, what to get your green¬ 
fingered loved one on Val¬ 
entine’s Day? Of course, 
the classic gift is a dozen 
red roses, but there are 
many more tokens which will last 
much longer. 

The compact ‘Darcey Bussell’ from 
David Austin is a good bet, producing 
clusters of deep crimson rosette¬ 
shaped flowers all summer, combined 
with a fruity scent. 

Prices start at £16.50. Visit www. 
davidaustinroses.co.uk for details. 

The beautiful Peony ‘Red Charm’ 
from Claire Austin Hardy Plants is a 
gorgeous double glossy red peony 
that opens into a domed ball sur¬ 
rounded by large guard petals. 

Growing to 81cm tall by 75cm 
wide, the flowers are held quite up¬ 
right on thick, stiff stems and each 
flower blooms for ages. 

They are £12 plus post and packag¬ 
ing, and available from www.claire- 
austin-hardyplants.co.uk. 

The pretty blooms of pieris should 
be in bud by Valentine’s Day and 
among the most eye-catching is the 
aptly named P. japonica ‘Valley Val¬ 
entine’, with its cascading clusters of 
dusky red flowers, or alternatively opt 
for the Pieris japonica ‘Ralto’, which 
has variegated leaves and a pink flow¬ 
er, or Pieris ‘Katsura’, another variety 
with a red flower. 

They are £12.99 from Hillier Gar¬ 
den Centres and available at other 
good garden centres. 

If your Valentine prefers summer 
blooms which pack a romantic 



GIFTS : Forbidden Fruit kit 


ove grows on Valentine's Day 


punch, treat her to a gift of Thompson 
and Morgan Begonia Majestic Mixed. 

They are £22 for six tubers and 
available from www.qvcuk.com. 

The new ‘Wine’ and ‘Dine’ Collec¬ 
tions from Chiltern Seeds feature 
flowers with quaffable-sounding 
names including Clarkia purpurea 
‘Burgundy Wine’, Lathyrus odoratus 
‘Beaujolais’ and Scabiosa atropurpu- 


rea ‘Beaujolais Bonnets’, along with 
‘dining’ varieties such as Strawberry 
‘Temptation’, Capsicum chilli pepper 
‘Hungarian Black’ and Asparagus 
‘Connover’s Colossal’, which come 
beautifully and romantically 
wrapped. 

It costs £10 for five packets, availa¬ 
ble from www.chilternseeds.co.uk. 

The Forbidden Fruit kit may be the 


gift to get your loved one, a grow- 
your-own kit featuring two types of 
strawberries, goji berries, golden ber¬ 
ries and Charentais melon. 

With seeds, pots, peat, and tips on 
how to grow the plants included in 
the box, it has everything to start the 
plants off before transferring them to 
containers or beds in the garden. 

Kits are priced at £12.99. Visit 


www.gettingpersonal.co.uk. 

Using iconic floral imagery from 
the RHS Lindley Library, the Rosa 
Chinensis gift set in gentle green and 
soft romantic pink features gloves, 
trowel, fork, secateurs and Kneelo 
Kneeler to provide all she needs for 
everyday gardening. 

The gift set is £64.95 and available 
from www.burgonandball.com. 



SALE NOW ON - f 

morris ^turner scDimpiex 

BATHROOM AMD FIRFFH Af~F WARFHOU^F 


BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE WAREHOUSE 


• Family Run Business • Trading for 45 years • Excellent quality and service 
• Up to date showroom • New Displays • Ample Parking • Wheelchair Access 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD | T: 01634 813813 | E: sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | W: www.morrisandturner.co.uk 

CHATHAM BRANCH Opening Hours: 08.15 - 17.00 Monday - Friday, 09.15 - 17.00 Saturday, Closed Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Take it on the chin, 
we've had it too long 



and fight tunnel 


IS HIGHWAYS England’s lower 
Thames crossing cut and dry? I 
hope not. But why didn’t they 
listen too us in 2013? 

This environmental vandalism 
of our green belt, Option C, cutting 
through woodland, villages, 
people’s homes, blighting lives, our 
wildlife, in the so-called name of 
progress. 

What progress is building more 
roads? It’s not solving the problem 
of congestion at all. More roads are 
only adding to the problem. 

So I say a very big ‘no’ to Option 
C in Gravesham. 

Rob Standing, 

Gravesend 

Consultation is 
without detail 


I TRIED unsuccessfully today to 
make an informed decision with 
regards the proposed lower 
Thames crossing. 

Unfortunately the proposed 
route map/maps on the consulta¬ 
tion website are very basic showing 
no fine detail. 

I therefore contacted “Highways 
England” using the telephone 
number given asking for a more 
detailed map. However the agent 
could not give me any of the finer 
details I required and I was 
informed this was not generally 
available. I was however informed 
a more detailed map could be seen 
at one of the many event meetings 


IN RESPONSE to Bob Lane from 
Abridge2far (KoS, last week), I take 
it sir, that you live in and around 
the Gravesend area otherwise why 
else would you suggest a second 
bridge at Dartford? 

As a Dartford resident, who lives 
a two-minute drive away from the 
tunnel approach, your proposal of 
another bridge next to the existing 
QE2 Bridge is totally abhorrent. 

For years, Dartford residents have 
suffered pollution, noise and traffic 
congestion on a daily basis. 
Increased traffic volume over recent 
years has exacerbated the situation. 

An example of the impact the 
Dartford Crossing has on 
resident’s lives: yesterday I took 
my mother to Darent Valley 
Hospital and taking into account 
the congestion from the crossing, 

I allowed 30 minutes for what is a 
10 minute car journey. It took 35 
minutes for my mother and I to 
arrive and a further hour for our 
consultant to arrive who was also 
stuck in the traffic caused by the 

being arranged. 

Using the basic map given and 
cross referencing with Google 
maps the residents living in the 
Chalk, Riverview Park, Rochester 
Road, Shorne and possibly Shorne 
Country Park areas will be 
affected. 

This proposal may well be a good 
and correct decision. However, I 
believe it is just not reasonable or 
fair to ask citizens to take an 
interest and make informed 
decisions without being given the 
time to study the exact details. 

Derke Ashenden, 
Gravesend 


Dartford Crossing. 

Having another bridge next to 
the current one, serviced by the 
same roads, will not address the 
issue of traffic using the junction 
two roundabout as a short cut to 
the crossing and causing Dartford 
traffic to come to a complete 
standstill as in my example above. 

If drivers know that they have 
an alternate route to take during 
congested times that is nearby, 
then it can only alleviate the 
pressure that the Dartford 
Crossing is currently under. A 
separate crossing will separate 
traffic approaching the crossing 
from the west and the south. A 
new crossing close to the M2 
could service the traffic coming 
from the south coast ports and 
divert traffic away from the 
Dartford crossing. 

So enough of ‘not in my 
backyard’ and give Dartford 
residents a break! 

Joan Owen 

Dartford 

Ed needs his 
head examined 

IN THE editor’s column in KoS last 
week, Chris Britcher questioned 
the proposal for a new Dartford 
Crossing because “we need to 
guard against believing that more 
roads are the answer to all our 
transport ills”. 

Perhaps some of those “ills” 
could be solved if people stopped 
buying stuff! 

Everything you buy will require 
movement by truck in various 


stages of production and distribu¬ 
tion, for example should we ban 
internet shopping as a first step? 

Too many ‘cars’, well they cannot 
move on their own (for the present 
anyway). Every car has at least one 
person, so what quango is going to 
decide if you are allowed to drive? 

Large cities like London have 
imposed ‘green commissars’ to 
dictate peoples travel modes, so is 
this the way forward? 

Certainly not, if you believe in 
equality or basic human rights that 
millions died for in the last century. 

Sadly, there are not too many 
‘cars’ there is just too many people. 
Face that fact, do something about 
it and so many other ‘problems' 
would just melt away. 

Terry Hudson, 
Whitstable 

Being rid of EU 
will liberate us 


I READ the letter of the week (KoS, 
last week) where John Vincent says 
that those wishing to leave the EU 
‘are looking down a telescope from 
the wrong end’. 

My reaction to that is to say that at 
least we are looking down a telescope 
whereas Mr Vincent appears to be 
wearing blinkers and earmuffs. 

He does not mention that the EU 
costs the UK a staggering £55m per 
day simply to be a ‘member’, nor 
does he acknowledge that the UK 
has run a trade deficit with the EU 
every year since we joined the 
Common Market in the 1970s. 

For every one of our trucks going 
one way, five came our way. Just 
drive on the M20 and play the 
game of ‘spot the UK truck’. It is 
very difficult to find many at all. 
And yet there still are people who 
claim the EU is good for the UK. 

Does Mr Vincent believe the ‘stay 
in’ propaganda about us losing trade 
with the EU if (when) we leave it? It 
should be obvious to any intelligent 
person that the EU will want to 
continue to sell us their goods 
whether we are members or not. 

Of course we will also be free to trade 
with the whole world without running 
to the EU for permission to do so; and 
we will at last be able to resume real 
trade with our Commonwealth friends, 
who we shamefully all but abandoned 
in favour of trading with Europe. 

As for an uncertain world, it is 
Nato that we rely and not the EU, 
many countries of which have no 
true desire to help in any conflict. 

I do hope that Mr Vincent, and 
like-minded ‘stay in’ people try to 
study both sides of the ‘in/out’ 
argument and not be swayed by 
spurious propaganda. 

Terry Mullard, 
Dymchurch 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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SALE NOW ON MASSIVE SAVINGS 



Package 1 

1400x800 tray -£175 
800 panel 8mm glass - £90 
300 swivel panel 8mm glass - £60 
Plus FREE fast flow turbo waste 
worth £30 

RRP £525 

Package Price £325 

Water softening tablets - £7.50 a 
bag (collection only) 



Package 2 

1400x800 tray -£175 
800 panel 8mm glass - £90 
300 swivel panel 8mm glass - £60 
Rotonda stainless steel shower with 
adjustable slider kit - £200 
Plus FREE fast flow turbo waste 
worth £30 

RRP - £857 

Package Price £525 


• Family Run Business 
•Trading 45 Years 

• Excellent quality & service 

• Up to date showroom 

• New Displays 

• Ample Parking 

• Wheelchair Access 

• Displays regularly updated 

• Suppliers to builders, hotels & public 


CHATHAM BRANCH normal opening Hours: 08:15 - 17:00 Mon - Fri 
09:15- 17:00 Saturday | Closed Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD | T: 01634 813 813 
sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | www.morrisandturner.co.uk 


. iturner 

BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE WAREHOUSE 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 







PREVIEW: All-new SUV evokes all the style and power of Jaguar’s great and 
glorious heyday highlighting that the brand is back... 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 




J AGUAR’S advertising strapline in its 
original 195Os/1960s heyday was 
Grace, Pace and Space. 

The same might apply to the British 
premium marque’s first venture into 
SUVs and part of that legendary strapline 
appears in the new model’s name - F-PACE - jus¬ 
tified by lightness, excellent aerodynamics for 
low drag and high-speed stability and refine¬ 
ment, plus lively power options. 

The mainstay engine is the eco-friendly 180PS 
(178bhp) 2.0-litre Ingenium diesel - the wonder 
unit that gives Jaguar’s new XE and XF saloons a 
tax edge in the company car market. 

There is also a supercharged 380PS (377bhp) 
3.0-litre V6 petrol offering 0-62mph in 5.5 
seconds; and a 300PS (298bhp) 3.0-litre V6 
diesel for performance with decent economy. 

‘Grace’ comes easily too: SUVs are rarely 
attractive, but this new Jag manages to be 
muscular yet elegant. 

And ‘Space’? A long wheelbase and short 
overhangs suggest a capacious cabin and 
class-leading rear knee-room, plus impressive 
650-litre luggage compartment. 

Priced aggressively from £34,170, the F-PACE 
nevertheless fields all the spec - including leather 
seats and smart roof rails - advanced technology 
and style that has put Jaguar back to the fore. 
Most notable is the stiff yet lightweight 


aluminium body construction, which delivers 
Jaguar’s hallmark agility, refinement and 
efficiency. 

Naturally at this level and to counter 
German rivals, the car is also offered with 
all-wheel drive (AWD) and smart traction 
technologies to suit various conditions. 

And Jaguar claims to have installed the 


world’s most advanced infotainment system, 
InControl Touch Pro, designed in-house “to 
make every journey easier and more connected.” 

At its heart is a huge 10.2-inch iPad-style 
touchscreen claimed to be intuitive to use; up 
to eight devices can link with the Wi-Fi hotspot, 
turning the F-PACE into a mobile office for 
workdays or entertainment centre for the kids. 
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The return of the original Joy Machine' 

Honda’s original HR-V failed to make a mark in what became a boom sector - Honda 1.6 i-DTEc 
can its successor do better? asks Steve Loader... SE Navi Man . 



T IMING doesn’t seem to be 
a Honda strength. 

The Japanese marque’s 
latest HR-V arrived last 
year, a decade after its 
predecessor’s failed attempt to open 
an SUV (sports utility vehicle) sector 
for younger buyers. 

Touted as ‘The Joy Machine’, it 
brought little joy for Honda during 
six unremarkable years on sale, but 
the brand then simply watched as 
the sector it had targeted blossomed 
into one of the fastest growing and 
most lucrative. 

So, the new HR-V (from £17,995) 
has its work cut out on re-entering 
the fray. 

Fortunately, there’s lots to like, 
notably its spacious interior in 
relation to exterior size, enabling it to 
rival the all-conquering yet bulkier 
Nissan Oashqai crossover, while 
appearing little larger than its ugly 
junior sibling, the Juke. 

The Honda is also rakishly styled 
although the concealed rear door 
handles show that this styling ruse 
- originally conceived to make a car 
look like a coupe - is not only 
becoming cliched, but used inappro¬ 
priately here on a tall and most 
un-coupe like vehicle. 

There are styling gaffes inside too: 


the dashboard is well-ordered but 
dull - with an irritating sat nav 
system, if fitted - while the passenger 
side’s slitted air vents look awful. 

But this shouldn’t detract from the 
flexibility of the car, which is roomy 
for passengers and has a bigger boot 
than the Oashqai - 453 litres with 
rear seats up, 1,026 litres seats down 


- while also offering the ‘Magic 
Seats’ system borrowed from Honda’s 
Jazz and Civic Hatchbacks. 

This allows the rear seat bases to 
be fixed upright so tall items can be 
loaded into the rear floorwell. 
Perhaps even better, the under seat 
space can be readily used for extra 
stowage such as coats and bags. 


However, those few would-be 
buyers who hanker for the rugged 
and sporty SUV image plus four- 
wheel drive will be disappointed to 
learn that this option is not offered 
- unlike most HR-V rivals. Indeed, 
that absence allows a number of 
cheaper non-SUV rivals such as the 
clever Citroen C4 Cactus to come 


Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: Citroen C4 Cactus 


into a buyer’s thoughts. 

Two engines are offered on the 
HR-V: an all-new 13OPS (128bhp) 

1.5 litre i-VTEC petrol and a 12 OPS 
(118bhp) 1.6 litre i-DTEC diesel (from 
£20,245) with six-speed manual 
gearboxes or a newly-developed CVT 
(petrol only) automatic. 

We can’t speak for the petrol, but 
were impressed as ever by Honda’s 
smooth and frugal 1.6 diesel. 

It delivers plenty of low down clout 
for the taut handling HR-V and 
0-62mph in 10.2 seconds, while 
offering the lowest payable road tax 
band (£20/year) and an official 
combined 68.9mpg. 

The ride can be choppy on poorer 
roads, but Honda’s mainstream/ 
premium image and consistently 
high customer satisfaction stats are 
another HR-V compensation. 



QUALITY THAT 
SPEAKS FOR ITSELF 

• Strong & tough • Comfortab 

3.5 Tonne towing Manual air-co 

• Fit for purpose and electric w 
4x4 Shift-on-the-fiy • Peace of m 

• Economical 5 Year/125,00 

38.7 MPG Combined# warranty* 


To book an Isuzu test drive contact us today. _ 

R W Crawford Agricultural Machinery Ltd [5r 

Little Hook Farm, Hook Lane, Charing, TN27 OAN 

Telephone: 01233 428960 4 $ 

www.rwcrawfordagriculturalmachinery-isuzu.co.uk 

R W Crawford Agricultural Machinery Ltd trading as R W Crawford Agricultural Machinery Ltd is a credit broker and not a lender. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. #0fficial fuel figures for the Isuzu Eiger Manual in mpg (1/100km): Urban 31.7 (8.9). Extra Urban 44.1 (6.4). 
Combined 38.7 (7.3). CO 2 Emissions 192g/km. For model specific figures please contact us directly or visit www.isuzu.co.uk 

fPrice shown is for an Isuzu Eiger Double Cab Commercial Vehicle On The Road with manual transmission, automatic transmission also available from £20,499 CV0TR. Commercial vehicle on the road price includes delivery, number plates, 
12 months road fund licence and first registration fee, excludes VAT. *5 year/125,000 miles (whichever comes first) warranty applies to all new isuzu D-Max models. Special paint finishes extra at £400 excluding VAT. Finance options available 
at participating dealers, subject to status. Terms and conditions apply, www.isuzu.co.uk 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


'HE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


Dates in YOUR regio 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company's access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


DANCE partner 65-75 sought 
by Maureen, Thanet based lady, 
slim, brown hair, green eyes, 
seeking dancing, fun and friend¬ 
ship Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 420231 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. AC A. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box 419673 
SINGLE slim female, 68, n/s, 
GSOH, likes cooking, walking 
etc, seeks male, single, slim 65- 
70, n/s, with similar interests. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
420091 

DISCREET man wanted by 
married lady for no strings fun. 
I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
3006 Box 418167 
SLIM female GSOH, 5'3, Likes 
walking, pub lunches, days out, 
looking for soul mate, smart 
appearance, similar interests 
N/S GSOH, easy going. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 4762600 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 3010 Box: 
409715 

KIND lady, 50s, been broken 
hearted, seeks kind, genuine 
man for caring relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4198891 

LUCY first time advertiser, 
32yrs, tall slim blonde airline 
worker, seeks discreet gent, any 
status for casual fling. Looks/age 
unimportant. Tel: 0906 515 3026 
Box:420237 

PAT, slim, single, 68, non-smok¬ 
er, GSOH, likes going for walks 
etc, seeks male, slim, single, 
66-70, non-smoker, clean¬ 
shaven, GSOH, with similar 
interests. Canterbury area. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419081 


SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 

Tel: 0906 515 3018 Box: 
413399 

MARION, early 70s, young at 
heart, GSOH, active, likes walk¬ 
ing, gardening, meals out, trav¬ 
el, theatre and animals, looking 
for male friendship to share 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 419657$ 
SALLY, 24yrs tall brunette with 
feminine curves seeks mature 
older chap, 35+ for discreet fun 
only, must be experienced. ACA. 
Tel: 0906 515 3030 Box: 
420247 

CHANTELLE, 5ft3 light 
brown/blonde hair, blue eyes, 
like nights in/out, walks, ani¬ 
mals, romance seeks honest 
guy. Littlehampton. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4923883 
JASMINE, musical lady, hus¬ 
band in the forces and bored 
alone. 35yrs but loves older 
men. ACA. Text only Box: 
4161836 

MARIE, very lonely middle- 
aged woman, looking for a kind 
hearted older man, late 
70s/early 80s for 

friendship/companionship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418955$ 


AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty 
brunette seeks man, any age, any 
area, for discreet daytime fun. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418117 

HELEN, widow 58, medium build, 
5ft 4ins, blonde, GSOH, likes a 
chat, days out, looking to start 
again with someone of similar age. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
376243 $ 

FEMALE, 59, GSOH, many inter¬ 
ests, seeks caring male for fun 
friendship maybe more, genuine 
calls only. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4819793 


ALISON 39, petite with long brown 
hair, hazel eyes, very loving, seek¬ 
ing similar male for an uncompli¬ 
cated relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416517$ 
ALISON 30, pretty, slim with long 
brown hair, fit and active seeks fit 
older male for energetic relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 416497$ 

DEBORAH 41, intelligent 
brunette, lovely brown eyes, dis¬ 
creet, many interests, seeks simi¬ 
lar male to share fun and good 
conversation. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416515$ 


KAREN, blue eyed blonde, size 
14 with a large bust, 46yrs. 
Give me a call for some discreet 
chats. Text only Box: 4053061 
RACHEL late 40s, blonde, blue 
eyes and very voluptuous. 
Looking for a kind, caring hon¬ 
est man. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 418741 $ 

SALLY ANN, care worker for 
the elderly so loves older men. 
Im only 29yrs but very mature. 
Text only Box: 4145714 
ESSEX lady, mid 60's, adapt¬ 
able, seeking nice male, likes 
most things. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 418537 


GORGEOUS flower, Ashford 
Kent, 51, larger lady, large person¬ 
ality, easy going, seeks male who 
likes dogs, animals for relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 417435$ 

FEMALE easy going, kind, loving, 
genuine, romantic, car boots, gar¬ 
dening, seeking male with GSOH. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417603$ 

PAT, 68, young at heart, slim, 
proud 4' 11" GSOH, N/S, likes 
walking etc Whistable area, seeks 
similar slim easy going male 60- 

70. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:419081 

SUSIE fit, friendly, looking for 
someone to love and look after 
me, preferably, older, N/S male 
with own car. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 392537 
HAPPY young looking lady, 62, 
likes socialising, conversation, 
seeking nice man to share good I 
times with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 407383 

KATIE, 5ft 5, slim dark hair, very 
attractive female, likes most things 
in life and a good laugh, looking 
for a similar male. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4722127 
NICE female looking for decent 
genuine male for friendship to start 
out with. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4710874 


ATTRACTIVE black, athletic lady, 

varied interests, seeks similar 
white, old fashioned, genuine 
male for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416215 
MAY sexy black African female, 
38, hardworking, seeks generous 
friendly male for mutual rewarding 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 416211 $ 

SUE young at heart, good looking, 
enjoy life, socialising, beach 
walks, gardening, theatre, seeking 
male, 55-65 to share life with. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416171 


JACKIE 32, attractive profession¬ 
al, very smart and feminine, long 
brown hair, seeks smart, confi¬ 
dent, older male who knows how 
to treat a lady. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416297$ 

BECKY 23, classy blonde, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes seeks lov¬ 
ing older guy to spoil and pamper 
her. Discretion assured/guaran¬ 
teed Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 416233$ 

LINDA 26, cheeky, curvy brunette, 
a little shy at first, likes to look after 
herself, seeks dark haired male for 
discreet naughty but fun times. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416195$ 

TERESA 39, petite, cuddly and 
bubbly seeks kind older male to 
travel, have fun, and take care of, 
pamper and flirt with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416081 $ 
LUCY stunning tall brunette, look¬ 
ing for exciting times, seeks like- 
minded, adventurous male who is 
willing to try anything once or 
maybe even twice! Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416079$ 
FEMALE seeking male for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 413809$ 


Men Seeking 

mydate24] 



PAUL 

52, seeks 
loving 
female I 
exciting times, 
meals out, week¬ 
ends away, cosy nights 
in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 418077$ 

GARETH handsome 40's pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 $ 

MALE 56, likes good conversa¬ 
tion, seeks older lady for discreet 
friendly fun, 50 plus. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419201 $ 

YOUNG 60yr old male, knows 
how to treat a lady, seeking spe¬ 
cial lady to spoil for LTR. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417909$ 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received, 



•(►MOBILE LOVE MATCH 


JOIN OUR NEW MATCHMAKER SERVICE NOW! 


TExnmmToenma 


...... This sefvice is not co 

3s can be guaranteed. Ifai...... 

3u have not rnc. 
til: support@jmedia.co.uk 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


BLONDE female, 5ft 1 ins, size 12, 
likes meals out, drinks, nights in, 
walks, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 409025$ 

JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 5ft 
2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, 
GSOH, likes cooking, countryside, 
travel, days out, seeks easy going 
male, 60-70. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416349 $ 
ATTRACTIVE lady early 50's, 
petite, Scandinavian blonde pro¬ 
fessional, WLTM professional, car¬ 
ing gent, 50-60’s for attention and 
future together. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416569 
RACHEL attractive, blue eyes, 
blonde, voluptuous, seeking kind, 
honest, generous kind male. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418403$ 

JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 5ft 
2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, 
GSOH, likes cooking, countryside, 
travel, days out, seeks easy going 
male, 60-70. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416349$ 


MATTHEW, five foot eleven, look¬ 
ing for a mature lady for discreet 
friendship and a few laughs. 
Dartford area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 419469$ 
PROFESSIONAL gentleman, just 
retired, own house, likes holidays, 
reading, cinema, WLTM similar 
professional lady. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 420767 
HASTINGS male, 51, 5ft10, medi- 
um-build, blue eyes, fair hair, fun 
loving, seeks female, 30-55, for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 420745 $ 

MALE, 60, medium build, gosh, 
seeks attractive female, under 50, 
for no strings, discreet, daytime 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:420621 $ 

CLINT, 37, kind, caring, honest 
and WLTM someone of any age 
who is similar and looking for a 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 419951 $ 
HEALTHY 61 yr old male, N/S, 
medium build, likes France, cook¬ 
ing, gardening, seeks female, 50- 
60 for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 286360 

ATTRACTIVE white gent, 48, 56ft, 
romantic, easy going, GSOH, 
seeking young lady, 60-75 for 
quality discreet fun times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410025 
BROWN eyed white mature, 
handsome male, seeking black 
female, 18-50 for discreet no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410377$ 

MALE 47, builder, seeks lady for 
companionship and closeness, 
age and looks unimportant. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 4924811 


SIX foot guy, mature, looking for 
someone special to spend some 
quality time with. Please leave me 
a message I would love to hear 
from you! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 420163$ 

NEVILLE 5ft 6ins, Caribbean, 
likes wine, nights in, seeks female 
to spend the rest of his life with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
333911 

MALE 50, GSOH, looking for soul 
mate. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:387485 $ 

DAVE 46, seeks active female for 
walking, climbing and outdoor fun. 
Days out and evenings in. Friendly 
and GSOH. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5338933 

PROFESSIONAL gentleman, just 
retired, own house, loves holidays, 
WLTM a lady for meals out, and to 
enjoy each others company. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419751 

SIX foot guy, mature, looking for 
someone special to spend some 
quality time with. Please leave me 
a message I would love to hear 
from you! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 420163$ 

HUBERT, lives in Rochester, sin¬ 
gle, lonely, looking for someone to 
get together with and make some¬ 
thing happen and enjoy the rest of 
life with! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 420049 $ 

45 year old male, looking for a 
happy intelligent friendly female 
for company and evenings in or 
out, looks or race unimportant. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 
5063649 


MICK 50, seeks attractive 
female for nice times out, gen¬ 
uine calls only. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 417691 
PAUL 49 ^5ft 8ins likes 

eating/nights in/out seeks loving 
female for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 404013 
PAUL GSOH, 5ft 8ins, medium 
build, seeking Miss Right for LTR 
to put the spark back into life. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
391970 

PROFESSIONAL, romantic 
male, 44, likes meals out, cine¬ 
ma, music, holidays, seeks 
female, 30-55 for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 250195 
PAUL 48, 5ft 8ins, GSOH, likes 
music, cinema, seeks female for 
fun, friendship and LTR. 
Tunbridge Wells. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 371985 
MALE 51, 5ft 8ins, N/S, GSOH, 
easygoing, seeks slim female, 
18-45 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 338269 
ROCKABILLY guy, seeks rock 
chick, 25-50 who likes 50’s rock 
music and bands. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 284750 
WHITE Knight 59 5’10 taiT 

OHAC, in shining armour, look¬ 
ing for Damsel in Distress of sim¬ 
ilar age to share fun & laughter. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 
5073004 

CALM, kind and good company, 
male seeking a lovely lady for 
good times and fun and loving. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419733$ 

50YR old divorced white male, 
passionate, strong, seeking car¬ 
ing lady for romantic, loving rela¬ 
tionship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 418641 
SIMON, 50, actor, loves music, 
films, reading, writing, loopholes, 
ambiguity, Thailand, Singapore 
and Indonesia, WLTM a pretty 
leggy female, 35 years plus for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 418827 


foot two, 
well-built, 
hand¬ 
some, 
n o n - 
smoker, intelli¬ 
gent and funny, doesn't 
take himself too seriously, 
easy to get along with, seeks 
attractive female, any age, for 
discreet, adventurous, any time 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:419461 $ 

NICE looking genuine man 
would like to meet nice lady any 
age for company, outings with 
GSOH. Text only to Mailbox 
no:4922399 

ANDREW, 63, likes animals, 
walking, boot fares, shopping, 
looking for someone similar liv¬ 
ing in the Maidstone/Kent area, 
for possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 419203$ 
RICHARD 59 from East Kent. 
WLTM genuine female 50 plus 
for friendship! Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4448765 



J Simply Text: 

■Mi Then send to 

ES? 80098 

•EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

80098 corn £ I SO per mesiagr. To STOP Wit 
slop to 80098. Sente* provided by IMedwUK 
Ltd. SW4 7BX Need Help? Call 0207 720 7130 

MALE 56 yrs, GSOH, n/s, would 
like to meet a lady to have happy 
times, lots of love to give, to 
enjoy good times in and out. 

Text only to Mailbox No: 
4181244 

MIKE Canterbury mature male, 
seeks single mum/lady, 28-42, 
slim-medium build for loving, 
caring relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415275$ 
MALE, 39, tall, hardworking, 6ft 
2, looking for long-term 
lover/older woman. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 418877$ 
WRITER tall, slim, dark hair, 
generous, seeking broadminded 
lady for fun times. Any age/sta¬ 
tus. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:412749 

SUGAR Daddy available! 
Mature, tall, slim, natural dark 
hair, seeks lady, age unimpor¬ 
tant. Not afraid of commitment. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 


MALE 

57, seek¬ 
ing honest, 
reliable, genuine 
lady for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418535$ 

50YR old divorced white male, 
passionate, strong, seeking caring 
lady for romantic, loving relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:418641 $ 

49YR old male, 6ft, well built, 
seeks female to wine/dine and 
have fun with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 390929 
48YR old divorced male, 6ft, well 
built, seeks lady for fun and laugh¬ 
ter. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 


Gay 

Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


MALE likes CD, seeking similar 
male for relationship. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

418513$ 

Bl guy heavy build, WLTM 
assertive adventurous white or 
Indian guy for mutual pleasure. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 
4321273 

SUBMISSIVE bi male, clean and 
shaven, looking for similar male, 
n/s, for adult fun, can accommo¬ 
date. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 420413$ 

SENIOR bi male, 70s, n/s, clean¬ 
shaven, living in the Maidstone 
area, seeking similar bi male, 
aged 50-60, in the Maidstone 
area, for myself to give service to. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
420219 


■ 


Follow us 

on 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 01/02/16 
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Record sales show confidence 
has returned 


C AR sales hit record 
levels in 2015-2.63 
million vehicles. 

It was the fourth 
consecutive year of 
growth and the 6.3 per cent rise in 
demand, exceeded all forecasts. 

Significantly, the previous record 
dated from before the recession - 
2003’s 2.58 million landmark 
- surely a sign that confidence is 
back for UIC PLC? 

Last year’s momentum also 
continued even in the run-up to 
Christmas - usually a time when 
buyers’ thoughts are elsewhere - 
so that the market not only enjoyed 
its best ever December, but saw a 
weighty 8.4 per cent rise in 
registrations against December 
2014. 

The year’s growth also came 
across all sectors, fleet and private, 
petrol and diesel, plus alternative 
fuel vehicles - electric and plug-in 
hybrids. 

Mike Hawes, chief executive of 
motor industry mouthpiece, the 
SMMT, said: “The new car market 
defied expectations in 2015, 
hitting an all-time record driven by 


strong consumer and business 
confidence. Buyers took advantage 
of attractive finance deals and low 
inflation to secure some of the 
most innovative, high tech and fuel 
efficient vehicles ever produced. 

The past four years have seen a 
remarkable period of sustained 
growth, and the outlook remains 
positive with every reason to 
expect the market to hold 
broadly steady in 
2016.” 

Check out the 
rest of our 
supplement 
for buying 
your 
new 
‘16 
plate’ 
car 


ITALIAN FLAIR: New look 
FIAT 500 delivers image with 
supermini economy 


CATCH THE 

EYE: the Renault 
Captur has 
French chic plus 
practicality 



CITROEN C4 CACTUS 

0% APR 


REPRESENTATIVE FINANCE* 

This fantastic offer ends 31 March 2016. 


According to the critics, different is great, because they voted the Citroen C4 Cactus hatchback of the year. It's full of clever ideas like the 
protective side airbumps and instead of the usual cluttered dash, there's a simple 7" touchscreen with built-in reversing camera. 1 We think 
it looks pretty cool too, but that's just what happens when you do things out of the ordinary. 

CReATive TecHNOLOGie 


^1 INSURANCE 

J\ ROUTINE SERVICING 
CAR TAX 
WARRANTY 

ARS' I BREAKDOWN COVER 
F3 Tidtroen.co.uk 




Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 1QA, UK. Citroen Financial Services is authorised and regulated by the Financial < 
in the on the road price. The Dealer will provide customers with a cheque for the value of twice the current RFL cost. The customer must 


PSA Finance UK Limited (company registration number 01024322) t/a 

Services, the exclusive provider of SimplyDrive. The first year's Road Fund Licence (RFL) is included in the on the road price. The 

have a minimum of 2 years' NCD to use on the vehicle. All drivers must meeudigibility criteria includmg minimum 2 years'full UK licer^ r i cl d d hi h o hi' s f Ci S 

Official Government fuel consumption figures (Range): Urban cycle. Extra urban, Combined (litres per lOOkm/mpg) & C02 emissions (g/km); Highest: Citroen C4 Cactus PureTech 110 S&S manual 5.8/48.7, 4.0/70.6, 
4.7/60.1, 107. Lowest: Citroen C4 Cactus BlueHDi 100 S&S ETG6 3.9/72.4, 3.2/88.3, 3.4/83.1, 89. MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and 
may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. 


WILMOTHS ASHFORD 01233 640100 www.wilmoths.co.uk 
WILMOTHS FOLKESTONE 01303 245588 www.wilmoths.co.uk 
WILMOTHS MAIDSTONE 01622 750442 www.wilmoths.co.uk 




















SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 



\ 


\ 


/ 


REASONS TO BUY A NEW 

SKODA RAPID 


/ 


/ 


\ 


n 





<5> Motorline SKODA Canterbury Broad Oak Road, Canterbury CT2 7PX 
<2> Motorline SKODA Dartford 555 Princes Road, Dartford, Kent DA2 6HH 


01227 784333 
%> 01322 280545 


9 


Motorline SKODA Medway 26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent ME8 05W 


01634 377444 


@ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) own the vehicle: pay the optional final payment; ii) return the vehicle: subject to fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part-exchange the vehicle. 


Available on Solutions Personal Contract Plan. 18s and over. Subject to availability. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Excess mileage charges of 4.4p per mile may apply. Offer available when ordered by 31 March 2016 from participating 
retailers. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at time of publication. Freepost SKODA Financial Sen/ices. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders to assist with your 
purchase, who may pay us for introducing you to them, Model shown is Rapid SE with optional Camelot wheels (£670). Total OTR price is £16,045, 


Official fuel consumption for the SKODA Rapid range for this offer in mpg (litres/lOOkm): Urban 45.6 (62) to 67.3 (42); Extra Urban 673 (42) to 83.1 (3.4); Combined 577 (4,9) to 
78.5 (3.6). C0 2 emissions for the SKODA Rapid range for this offer are 114 to 94 g/km. Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 
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Some say that SUV just stands 
for Sports Utility Vehicle. We say, 
why stand for compromise? 


16" Steel Wheels 
Electronic parking brake 
Cruise Control 
Uconnect™ Radio, USB ai 
Air conditioning 


0% APR £169 


REPRESENTATIVE PER MONTH 
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5.9% APR 
Representative 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the cars shown are: urban 39.2 (7.2)-47.88 (5.9); extra-urban 60.1 (4.7)-70.62 (4.7); 
combined 51.4 (5.5)-60.1 (4.7). The official C0 2 emissions are 127-105g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. 
Fuel consumption and C0 2 may vary according to driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

Finance provided by Renault Finance, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. Indemnities may be required. UK residents (excludes the Channel Islands). Over 18s. Terms and conditions apply. Offer based on 
6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. Offers cannot be used with other schemes or finance offers and are available on featured new vehicle when ordered by 31 March 2016 and registered by 30 
June 2016. Clio shown has optional Flame Red Renault i.d. metallic paint, available at £595. Captur shown with metallic i.d. paint, available at £495 and painted roof at £399. KADJAR shown has optional Flame Red 
Renault i.d. metallic paint, available at £625. 


16 PLATE 


16 PLATE 


Renault CLIO Play 1.2 16V 75 


5.9% APR 

representative 


From £159 
per month 


£159 

deposit 


Renault CAPTUR Dynamique Nav TCe 90 


5.9% APR 

representative 


From £199 
per month 


£199 

deposit 


Representative Example Renault CLIO Play 1.2 16V 75 


RENAULT 

Passion for life 


Order your new 16 Plate 

at Motorline Renault 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 01622 616422 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 01227 389706 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 
Tel 01233 215630 


www.motorline.co.uk/renault 

Book a test-drive 
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SO MUCH CHOICE: the Kia Picanto (left), 
the Citroen Cl and the Skoda Fabia are just 
some of the models and styles on offer 

^ - ■ 


3 ouyincj 


»; 


DO Ask for trimmings like a tank of fuel, car mats or further discounts or 
extras. 

Pick a model that saves fuel, insurance, road tax and depreciation - it 
isn’t getting any easier out there. 

Tread carefully with ‘eco’ models: check price, running costs, green 
credentials and savings on planned mileage versus years of ownership, 
then compare the closest standard version. The latter’s overall savings 
might surprise you. 

Make the most of your part exchange. Assuming you are not 
trading in a banger that the dealer will simply pack off to the nearest 
auction, it pays to make the most of your old car. Clean and polish 
it and replace obvious missing items such as a wheel cover or 
badge; don’t give the salesman an excuse to mark its value 
down. And make sure all the paperwork and history is neatly 
packaged up to go with the car; be critical of your old motor and 
put right what you can without spending big. 

DON'T Accept the first deal on offer - be ready to haggle. 

Fall for what seems like a big bargain before you even haggle. 

It could be an unpopular engine/trim combination or a car on 
‘run-out’ where production ceased a while ago, and might 
depreciate badly. 

Assume a diesel will save: you usually pay more upfront for 
diesel power, so you must cover more miles to claw that money 
back in fuel economy. And the engines are generally heavier, 
causing more wear on front tyres and mechanicals. Meanwhile 
economy and emissions on small petrol cars have improved and they 
are often nicer to drive. In short - do your sums. 


MITSUBISHI 
L200 SERIES 5 
TITAN 

£199 PER 
MONTH 

+VAT AT 20% PLUS INITIAL RENTAL 

OUTSTANDING 

• TOTAL LOAD CAPACITY - MANOEUVRABILITY 

• 4X4 ABILITY • FUEL ECONOMY • EMISSIONS 

• SAFETY FEATURES • 0-62 PERFORMANCE 


CONTRACT HIRE FOR BUSINESS USERS ONLY 

PARKER MITSUBISHI 

Acts as a credit broker and not a lender 


Book a test drive 

Vauxhall Road, Canterbury CT1 1HD 01227 783300 

www.parker-mitsubishi.co.uk 



Model shown is a 16MY L200 Series 5 Titan manual. 1. L200 Series 5 Titan rental shown is for a manual transmission. The Contract Hire Finance Plan shown is applicable to business users only and is subject to status via Mitsubishi Contract Motoring (part of the official Mitsubishi Motors distribution in the UK), Watermoor, Cirencester, Glos. GL7 ILF. The 
rental is based on an initial rental payment equal to 12 months’ rentals plus VAT at 20%, followed by 35 monthly rentals in arrears, based on an annual mileage of 10,000 miles and are non-maintained. Excess mileage will be charged for. The offer rental is valid between 30th December 2015 and 29th March 2016 and is subject to change without notice. Other 
terms and mileages are available upon request. Available at participating dealers in the UK (excludes Northern Ireland, Channel Islands & I.0.M). Offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. We may receive commission or other benefits for introducing you to MCM. Parker Mitsubishi trades as Parker Mitsubishi. Other offers are available - ask for 
details. Metallic paint extra. 
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SUPERMINI SAVER: 

the Hyundai i20 - this is 
the SUV-styled Active 
version 


B UYERS may have 

eco-logy in mind when 
buying their next car, but 
it’s probably a long way 
behind eco-nomy. 

They will be looking for the real 
savings on fuel and tax behind any 
‘eco’ car’s sales pitch - at least until 
the Chancellor’s new road tax 
scheme applies in 2017. 

For now tax bandings range from 
zero for cars with the lowest C02 
emissions (band A - below 100g/ 


km) right up to £505. 

Even more crucially, you don’t pay 
anything for low C02 emitting cars 
in bands B-D for the first year, but 
the tax soars higher up the scale so 
that serious gas guzzlers in the top 
band, M, attract £1,100 tax in year 
one. 

Anyone spending £50,000- 
100,000 on a car probably won’t 
fret, but most people want to save 
fuel and tax, while also doing their 
bit for the environment. 


Longer term, electric cars may be 
the answer, but battery technology 
must catch up and it’s increasingly 
unclear whether the National Grid 
could cope with a stampede towards 
‘driving electric’ anyway, so the 
latest trend is towards plug-in 
hybrids. 

Better than a standard hybrid, 
these allow you to charge the 
batteries overnight or at the office 
during the day, so upfront travel 
costs are kept low. 


There are also conventional ‘eco’ 
cars, but these are not always 
cheap, so shop around and note that 
if you don’t cover enough miles to 
make fuel savings offset the car’s 
purchase price, conventional 
alternatives may be a better 
bet. 

Don’t ignore petrol models either; 
concerns about harmful NOX 
(oxides of nitrogen) emissions from 
diesels, plus the higher price of the 
engines upfront should be compared 


with lively new turbocharged small 
capacity petrol engines with low 
emissions and consumption. 

It’s clear the market is heeding 
concerns about NOX and the 
increasing efficiency of petrol: last 
year’s record registration figures 
showed petrol enjoying greater 
growth (8.4 per cent versus 3 per 
cent) while equal market shares 
indicated that diesel’s superiority 
was waning for the first time in 
decades. 



PEOPLE MOVING MISER: carry up to seven and save 
with the Citroen C4 Picasso series 



4X4 ON A BUDGET: the Jeep Renegade 



KOREAN CASH SAVER: the Kia Rio supermini 









































kia.co.uk 


Impressive offers across the Kia range 

Order your muniN^f today! 


THE ALL-NEW OPTIMA 
FROM £21,495 


THE NEW SPORTAGE 
'AXIS EDITION' FROM £21,195 


RANGE 


4.9% APR Y4.9% APR 


0% 


APR 


REPRESENTATIVE 
OVER 25 MONTHS 


FIRST 3 SERVICES FOR £99* 


ALL-NEW 

OPTIMA 


£1,500 


TOWARDS YOUR 
PERSONAL 
CONTRACT 
PURCHASE 
DEPOSIT 


7 DAYS 

FREE 

INSURANCE 


NEW 

SPORTAGE 


£ 1,200 


TOWARDS YOUR 
PERSONAL 
CONTRACT 
PURCHASE 
DEPOSIT 


RIO 

SR7 


£239 


customer deposit 


£239 


per month 


£4,621 optional 
final payment 


£250 

TOWARDS 

YOUR 

DEPOSIT 


NEW CEE'D 
SR7 


£345 


customer deposit 


£345 


per month 


£7,516 optional 
final payment 


PICANTO 

SR7 


£189 


customer deposit 


£189 


per month 


£3,821 optional 
final payment 


£500 

TOWARDS 

YOUR 

DEPOSIT 



ALL-NEW OPTIMA 
BLUESKY FEATURES 

• Wireless mobile 
phone charging 
• Bluetooth® 

• Touchscreen Sat-Nav with 
TomTom® Connected Services 


SPORTAGE 'AXIS EDITION' 
TOP FEATURES 

• 7" Touchscreen Sat-Nav 
with European Mapping 

• Infinity® Premium Sound System 
with Subwoofer & External Amp A 

• LED Rear Combination Lights 
• Reversing Camera System 

• Black Leather with Contrast Grey 

Dinamica Microfiber® Inserts 

• Dual Automatic Air-Conditioning 


SR7 

TOP FEATURES 

• Reversing Sensors • Bluetooth® 

• USB & Aux ports • Alloy Wheels 
Air-Conditioning • Electric Windows 

• Leather Trimmed Steering 
Wheel & Gearshift 
• Electrically Adjustable, 

Heated Door Mirrors 
• Privacy Glass 
• Auto Light Control 


4 !$ Motability available from Nil advance payment 

• * The leadina car scheme for disabled DeoDle 


9,000 miles p.a. Personal Contract 
Purchase. From nil deposit. 


ie leading car scheme for i 





Canterbury Kia Vauxhall Rd, Canterbury CT1 1QY 01227 208920 www.canterbury-kia.co.uk 
Harbour Garage Tower Parade, Whitstable CT5 2BJ 01227 261477 www.harbourgarage.com 


The Power to Surprise 


Fuel consumption in mpg (1/100km) for the Kia 'SR7' range shown: Urban 44.8 (6.3) - 55.4 (5.1), Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2) - 76.3 (3.7), Combined 56.5 (5.0) - 67.3 (4.2), C0 2 emissions 115 - 109g/km. Fuel consumption in mpg 
(1/100km) for Sportage 'Axis Edition' range: Urban 37.7 (7.5) - 49.6 (5.7), Extra Urban 48.7 (5.8) - 60.1 (4.7), Combined 44.1 (6.4) - 55.4 (5.1), C0 2 emissions 149 - 135g/km. Fuel consumption in mpg (l/100km) for All-New Kia 
Optima Saloon range: Urban 55.4 (5.1), Extra Urban 68.9 (4.1) - 76.3 (3.7), Combined 64.2 (4.4) - 67.3 (4.2), CO 2 emissions 116 - 1 lOg/km. MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. SR7 range 
and Sportage offers available between 01/12/15 and 31/03/16 inclusive. Optima offer available between 05/01/16 and 31/03/16 inclusive. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Renew: Part exchange the vehicle, (ii) Retain: Pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle or (iii) Return the 
vehicle, Further charges may be made subject to mileage and condition of the vehicle. Excess mileage charge 14.9p per mile. Subject to status. T&Cs apply. 18s or over. Guarantee/Indemnity may be required. Kia Motors Finance RH1 1SR. Models shown: Kia Picanto 'SR7' 5-door 1.0 65bhp 5-speed manual 
at £9,045 including £1,000 customer saving (Non offer price £10,045); Kia Rio 'SR7' 3-door 1.25 84bhp 5-speed manual at £10,845 including £1,000 customer saving (Non offer price £11,845); New Kia cee'd 'SR7' 5-door 1.4 CRDi 89bhp 6-speed manual at £16,140 including £900 customer saving (Non 
offer £17,040); Kia Sportage'Axis Edition' 1.7 CRDi 114bhp 6-speed manual ISG at £21,195 including £1,200 customer saving (Non-offer price £22,395); Kia All-New Optima Saloon '4' 1.7 CRDi 139bhp 7-speed auto DCT ISG at £28,895. Customer savings vary by model derivative. Specifications are subject 
to change without notice. *Kia Care-3 for £99 must be activated within 30 days of vehicle registration. Care-3 is the Kia Servicing Package that covers recommended manufacturers servicing. T&Cs apply. Offers not available with any other offer. Offers not available in The Isle of Man or Channel Islands. 
Retail sales only. Details correct at time of going to press. 7 year / 100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty. Forfulltermsandexclusionsvisitwww.kia.co.uk. Sportage finance example only applies to Kia Sportage'Axis Edition' 1.7 CRDi, PCP FDA on 1.6GDi is only £600. Sportage and Optima offers available 
over 25, 31 & 37 months. ''Infinity® Premium Sound System with Subwoofer & External Amp. The Dinamica® word mark and logo are registered trademarks and owned by Sage Automotive Interior. The Bluetooth® word mark and logo are registered trademarks and owned by the Bluetooth SIG, Inc. 
Northgate Garage (Canterbury) Ltd trading as Canterbury Kia are a credit broker (not a lender) for the purposes of this financial promotion and can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers and may receive a commission from them for the introduction. You will not 
own the vehicle until all payments are made. 
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Take the 
test drive 


By Steve Loader 



OAD testing your chosen new car is crucial before you 
sign the paperwork - you have plenty of time to regret 
a hasty purchase. 

Our top tips: 


Book early - New Reg is a busy time for dealers, so 
map out a ‘test drive campaign’ to drive your candidate models 
soon after one another, for more accurate comparisons. You are 
helped here by many dealers choosing ‘motor city’ sites like Broad 
Oak at Canterbury, Ashford’s Orbital Park and Dowding Way, 
Tunbridge Wells - you can get from one dealer to another quickly. 


Don't be hurried - yes, it is a busy period, but insist on enough 
time to drive the car in all situations: in town traffic, on the 
motorway - or some high speed cruising at least - and on less 
well-maintained rural roads. An hour should be sufficient - if you 
avoid getting stuck in a jam. 






What are you looking for? - experience of different road 
surfaces, highlighting seating and ride comfort issues, plus 
engine, wind, tyre and mechanical noise. And especially... 

Do you like the controls? - it used to be easy to switch from 
one car to another and quickly find your way around the 
dashboard, but many carmakers are now going their own way in 
search of the best ergonomics or human interaction, but they 
don’t suit everyone. Just one bone of contention is the electronic 
handbrake and the many different installations. 

Is it the right spec? - try to get a test car as close to the one 
you are interested in, even if you have to wait a few days extra or 
go to another dealership. 

Make it a family outing - it can be a painful process of ‘are we 
there yet?’ proportions, but try to get as many of the would-be car 
users involved in the test drive - drivers and non-drivers. It can 
answer questions about comfort and visibility in the rear and, 
specifically, is there really room for three across the back seat, 
especially if one place has to take a strap-in child seat or booster 
as well? Also, can you lift shopping in and out of the boot easily or 
indeed, is there much of a boot? 

Don't feel pressured - whether you have one or several 
candidates to check out, don’t sit down and sign on the dotted line 
immediately. Go away and weigh your thoughts; maybe leave the 
salesman with a reason to be cheerful by asking whether it would 
be OK to come back for another test drive. If the reaction isn’t good 
then you’ve learned something there too! 


WHICH HORSE IS 
RIGHT FOR YOUR 

COURSE?: above the 
latest Kia Sportage SUV, 
left, Hyundai ilO city 
car, right, the Mazda2 
supermini, below, the 
Renault Kadjar crosso¬ 
ver, bottom left, Skoda 
Yeti SUV and bottom 
right the Citroen C4 
Cactus hatchback. 































SAVE 5 £2,300 


AT KEnT HYUnDAI 


HYUnDAI SAVinG OF 


From 


£ 12,995 £ 2.300 


HYUnDAI DEPOSIT COnTRIBUTIOn OF £500 


MOnTHLY PAYMEriTS OF 

£190.03 

CUSTOMER DEPOSIT OF 

£2,748.75 

HYUnDAI DEPOSIT COnTRIBUTIOn 

£500.00 

TOTAL 

£3,248.75 

CASH PRICE OF VEHICLE 

£12,995.00 

TOTAL AMOUDT OF CREDIT 

£9,746.25 

inTEREST CHARGES 

£1,472.33 

TOTAL AMOUDT PAYABLE 

£14,467.33 

OPTIOnAL FinAL PAYMEnT 

£4,377.50 

DURATIOn OF AGREEMEnT 

37 MOnTHS 

APR REPRESEnTATIVE 

APR 6.9% 

inTEREST FIXED 

3.55% PA 

EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGE PER MILE 

14.9P 

AnnUAL MILEAGE 

10,000 



WHATCAR? 


HYUnDAI 

ilOSl.O 

From 

0,995 

HYUnDAI SAVinG OF 

£ 1,000 


MOnTHLY PAYMEDTS OF 

£112.52 

CUSTOMER DEPOSIT OF 

£1,998.75 

HYUnDAI DEPOSIT COnTRIBUTIOn 

niL 

TOTAL 

£1,998.75 

CASH PRICE OF VEHICLE 

£7,995 

TOTAL AMOUnT OF CREDIT 

£5,996.25 

inTEREST CHARGES 

£923.22 

TOTAL AMOUnT PAYABLE 

£8,918.22 

OPTIOnAL FinAL PAYMEnT 

£2,868.75 

DURATIOn OF AGREEMEnT 

37 MOnTHS 

APR REPRESEnTATIVE 

APR 6.9% 

inTEREST FIXED 

3.55% PA 

EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGE PER MILE 

14.9P 

AnnUAL MILEAGE 

10,000 





f HYUnDAI i20 SE 

f HYUnDAI DEPOSIT 

MOnTHLY PAYMEnTS OF 

^ 

£150.43 

CUSTOMER DEPOSIT OF 

£2,498.75 

f COnTRIBUTIOn OF £250.00 

HYUnDAI DEPOSIT COnTRIBUTIOn 

£250.00 

V c 

TOTAL 

£2,748.75 

■ From 

CASH PRICE OF VEHICLE 

£10,995.00 

r £10,995 

TOTAL AMOUnT OF CREDIT 

£8,246.25 

IDTEREST CHARGES 

£1,286.73 


TOTAL AMOUnT PAYABLE 

£12,281.73 


OPTIOnAL FinAL PAYMEnT 

£4,117.50 

W HYUnDAI SAVinG OF 

DURATIOn OF AGREEMEOT 

37 MOnTHS 


APR REPRESEnTATIVE 

APR 6.9% 

J £ 2,030 

IDTEREST FIXED 

3.55% PA 

EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGE PER MILE 

14.9P 

[ 1 

AnnUAL MILEAGE 

10,000 



F all makes AnD all ron 

MODELS SERVICinG FROM LO-/ 



HYUnDRI 


Tunbridge Wells Hyundai 

Unit 1, Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells Tn2 3UY 


01892 458311 


Receive 25% off your MOT If you book 
a MOT at the same time as your service 



Medway Hyundai 

London Road, Rainham Kent ME8 8PT 


new ilO, i20 and iBO based on an estimate annual mileage of 
10,000 miles per annum. *Excess mileage charged at 14.9 pence 
per mile. Terms and conditions apply. Images are for illustration 
purposes only. We have the right to remove any offer at any 
time without prior notice. Please contact us for full details. 


01634 408408 www.kenthyundai.co.uk 
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IN-PAPER • ONLINE * ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01233 653461 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Chef 

Winter Gardens, Margate c£26,000 

We seek a qualified and talented Head Chef to lead our skilled team. 

This will be an ideal opportunity for someone to widen their experience 
and skills in one of East Kent's premier catering venues. 

The Head Chef would be involved in providing an extensive range of menus from 10-700 persons. 

The successful candidate will have: 

• City and Guilds 706/1 and 706/2 or NVQ Level 2 in Catering or equivalent. 

• Basic food hygiene certificate and full driving licence 

• Previous experience of working in a busy catering environment. 

• Able to work quickly and calmly under pressure 

• Flexible approach to work as will be required to work evenings and weekends 

• Previous experience in leading a kitchen brigade. 




Gymnastics Head Coach 

Hartsdown, Margate £11.07 per hour 21 hours per week 

We at Your Leisure have an exciting opportunity for a Coordinator to lead our successful Gymnastic Centre. 
This role will be responsible for developing and promoting the Gymnastics programme, assist with coaching and 
maximising participation. 

Applicants must have a Gymnastics coaching background with relevant qualifications of level 2 or above, to 
be responsible for planning and leading safe, fun and inspirational classes in line with the British Gymnastics 
programmes which operate at Hartsdown Gymnastic Centre. Applicants must have exceptional communication 
skills, a flexible approach to hours of work and a keen awareness of health and safety considerations. 

For further details or to register your interest please refer to our website ^ -v 

www.yourleisure.uk.com or call 01843 868302. 

Closing Date: 17th February 2016 


Be part of our successful team 

Media Sales Office Based Executive 


To find out more: 

www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 

or email: 

employment@archant.co.uk 


archant| 

-Kent on Sunday 

KENT LIFE 



Here at Archant Kent we are looking for an office based Sales Executive based in Ashford to support 
and increase business in our publications in print and online as we continue to grow. We are 
looking for an ambitious person to join our successful sales team. Ideally you will be an IT literate 
individual who is tasked focused with a good eye for detail. You must be able to communicate 
well both verbally and in writing. 

With our excellent product training and our continuous development programme, well show you 
how to develop first class solutions for our customers, cultivate excellent business relationships and 
present effective and innovative ideas that will provide real value and response for our customers. 


THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL HAVE: 

• A passion for publishing 

• An understanding of brand awareness and advertising solutions 

• The ability to produce and action effective ideas and promotions 

• Resilience and influential communication skills to overcome objections 

• The ability to secure new business and manage existing accounts 

In return we are offering up to £1 8k basic with bonus OTE potential of 5k. The exceptional 
benefits include five weeks annual leave, and a contributory pension and life assurance scheme 
(after qualifying period). A wide range of voluntary benefits include a cycle scheme, childcare 
vouchers, contributory private health scheme and Archant Gold (charity matched funding). 


If you think you have the talent we require, you are ambitious, target driven and want to be 
part of our growth plans then we want to hear from you immediately. 



"Thank you for all your help, you have enabled me 
to resume a normal life quickly and helped with the 
emotional issues." One of our patients 

Are you looking for a new opportunity to make a real difference to the quality of a 
person's life in this way? Here at Kent Community Health NHS Foundation Trust, we 
strive to offer services through a talented and committed workforce, with a mutual 
desire to care with compassion, and we are looking for a new team member who 
feels the same way. 

We have an opportunity for an enthusiastic and motivated Band 7 continence 
nurse specialist to join our continence service, which helps patients with bladder 
and bowel and pelvic floor dysfunction. You will see patients in clinics or in their 
homes, as well as educate patients in a group setting. The post includes team 
management, acting as a clinical leader, educating other professionals, policy 
writing and acting as an expert in this field of practice. 

If you are a registered nurse with an accredited post graduate courses in 
continence as part of your continuous professional development and with a range 
of post registration experience in continence at a senior level, we would love the 
hear from you. We can offer flexible working. We would welcome the chance to 
share with you a flavour of the professional development we provide, the research 
we carry out, the awareness and promotional work we do. We are justifiably proud 
of what we achieve as a team. 


Apply now on our website www.kentcht.nhs.uk/jobs 
Reference 846-03781 -RK 
Closing date for applications: 16 February, 2016. 
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Look local with 


Looking for a 
local career? 


Find it at jobs24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER . ONLINE . ON MOBILE 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


HASTINGS AND SAINT LEONARDS 
BUILDING AND INVESTMENT 
COMPANY LIMITED 

(the “Company”) 

(Company number 00002920) 

Registered Office: 41 Cambridge Road, Hastings 
TN34 1DJ 

Notice of extraordinary meeting 

In accordance with Article 15.2 of the Articles 
of Association of the Company (“Articles”), the 
Company hereby gives notice that it intends to 
purchase the shares of certain shareholders of the 
Company who fall within the provisions of Article 15.2 
(“Untraceable Shareholders”). The Untraceable 
Shareholders compromise those members from 
whom the Company has not had contact for a period 
of at least 24 months prior to the date of publication of 
this advertisement and whom the Company believes 
cannot (or their successors in title cannot) be traced 
without expenditure disproportionate to the nominal 
value of the member’s shareholding in the Company. 
In the event that the Company has not received any 
communication from Untraceable Shareholders 
within 3 months of the date of this advertisement, 
the Company will buy back any such shares for the 
value specified in the share buyback agreement. 
Any Untraceable Shareholder or successor in title 
wishing to object to such a purchase should notify the 
Company at its registered office immediately and in 
any event reaching the Company prior to 5.00pm on 
9 May 2016. 

A list of the Untraceable Shareholders and the 
Company’s Articles are available for inspection at the 
Company’s registered office between 9am and 5pm, 
Monday to Friday, until 5.00pm on 9 May 2016. 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICE 
Grounds Maintenance Contract 

Opportunity to declare an interest in tendering for the above 
contract. 

For information please contact: Mr R Saffery (Finance 
Director) at rogersaffery@kingethelbert.kent.sch.uk by 29th 
February 2016. 

This contract is subject to site operative staff having passed 
“Enhanced DBS Disclosure” procedures. Hartsdown 
Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children. 

Hartsdown Academy, George V Avenue, Margate CT9 5RE 
Tel: 01843 227957 Fax: 01843 578002 www.hartsdown.co.uk 
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Sport 

Touchdown! That 
Superbowl feeling 

East Kent Mavericks on growth of the all-American sport 



American Football 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


WITH ‘the greatest show on turf set 
to grace our screens this evening, the 
county’s interest in American foot¬ 
ball is expected to experience its an¬ 
nual spike. 

As millions across the pond settle 
down with a bag of chips to watch the 
Denver Broncos take on the Carolina 
Panthers, Brits are starting to em¬ 
brace the culture and plenty will be 
glued to their television sets until the 
early hours of tomorrow morning. 

Advertisers throw millions of dol¬ 
lars to plug their products during 
commercial breaks, such is the na¬ 
ture of Superbowl fever in the US, but 
the sport appears to be experiencing 
something of a boom in Kent, too. 

The county currently boasts three 
gridiron teams: the Maidstone Pu¬ 
mas, the Kent Exiles of Orpington and 
the East Kent Mavericks. 

Glenn Lindley, head coach of the 
Canterbury-based Mavericks side, 
told KoS: “It’ll never be as popular as 
it is in the States. 

“But year-on-year interest in the 
sport seems to be growing, as evi¬ 
denced by the games being played at 
Wembley, where thousands are turn¬ 
ing out to watch. 

“The great thing about it in my 
opinion is that there’s a position for 
everyone - big guys that you might 
just stick in goal in football can be the 
heroes for us. 

“Likewise, small, quick guys are a 
real asset to the team, too.” 

A UK equivalent - dubbed the Brit- 
Bowl - takes place in August, where 
the winners of the northern and 


southern premier divisions do battle 
for glory. 

Climbing the ranks slowly in divi¬ 
sion two, the Mavericks are some way 
off that level, but Lindley is pleased 
with his side’s progress and its ever¬ 
growing numbers. 

“I’ve been here 10 years, and the 
sport is booming in terms of the way 


it includes all ages,” he said. 

“We’ve got teams at youth level 
opening up in Ashford, Folkestone 
and Thanet.” 

Anyone wanting to get involved in 
the sport is invited to pop down to the 
Mavericks’ rookie day this afternoon 
(Sunday) at Simon Langton Gram¬ 
mar School for Boys at 3pm. 


Pair blow rowers out of water over 3,000 miles 


Rowing 


A KENT rowing duo were victorious 
in the pairs class last weekend when 
competing in a race dubbed ‘the 
toughest on Earth’. 

Dan Parsons, 30, and Oily Clark, 
31, completed a gruelling 3,000 mile 
crossing from the Canary Islands to 
Antigua as part of the Talisker 
Whiskey Atlantic Challenge in 42 
days, 17 hours and 59 minutes. 

Over the course of the six weeks, 
they battled storms, sharks and 
sunstroke, with improvisation 
involving a length of wire and duct 
tape preventing their tiny 22ft boat 
from being torn apart by the harsh 
conditions. 

The team were sponsored by the 
Ashford based RIFT Group and have 



HISTORY: Dan Parsons and Oily 
Clark 

raised over £80,000 for their chosen 
charities Prostate Cancer UK and 
ABF, The Solider’s Charity. 


Parsons said: “This is first time I’ve 
taken on a challenge to this scale. 

“We’ve experienced 30-40knot 
storms, a near miss with a cargo 
ship, a night capsize, horrific 
hallucinations from sleep depriva¬ 
tion, regular power failures that 
meant no water or auto-helm, and 
the most horrendous bottom sores. 

“But to come through with a win 
and to have raised a huge amount of 
money for charity has made the 
sweat and tears worthwhile.” 

Clark, of the Royal Engineers, 
added: “During our darkest times, 
we maintained morale by reading 
messages from our family and 
friends. 

“We could not have completed this 
challenge without the constant 
support we’ve received - we are 
forever in their debt.” 




HOME : Even more Stones fans will be able to get into the Gallagher now 

Maidstone capacity 
work comes to an end 


THE capacity of Maidstone United’s 
Gallagher Stadium has now officially 
been extended to 3,030. 

A nine-month project that saw the 
Conway Main Stand almost double 
in size, and three turnstiles and two 
exits added finally came to a close 
when Kent Fire and Rescue Service 
issued a safety certificate this week. 

The increased capacity was one of 
the requirements the club had to 


meet when achieving promotion to 
the National League South, with the 
change needing to be signed off by 
the end of March. 

Chief executive Bill Williams said: 
“It’s not often in life you get excited 
by bits of paper but for us the issuing 
of this certificate is the culmination 
of months of hard work and invest¬ 
ment to increase the stadium’s 
capacity.” 


Samuel set to stay with Gills 


DOMINIC Samuel will remain on 
loan at Priestfield until the end of the 
season after a deal was struck with 
Championship side, Reading. 

The striker initially joined 
Gillingham in mid-November and 
has so far scored five goals in 13 
appearances. 

However, the player will now 
remain with the Gills until May 8, 
with an option to stay with the club 


should they make the play-offs. 

Manager Justin Edinburgh said: 
“This is great news for everybody at 
the club, Dominic has scored some 
important goals for us and we were 
always keen to secure his services for 
longer if the opportunity came up. 

“We have now concluded the deal 
and we look forward to having him 
on board for the remainder of the 
season.” 


Dartford teen Adams 
signs for Norwich City 


DARTFORD teenager Ebrima ‘Ebou’ 

Adams has signed for Norwich City on an 
18-month contract. 

A product of the club’s academy pro¬ 
gramme, Adams made his first team league 
debut at Macclesfield last season, and has 
started 15 times for the Darts this cam¬ 
paign. 

The club described it as the best transfer 
in its history, with Adams becoming the 
first player on its books to sign for a Premier 
League side. 

Part of the agreement is a pre-season 
friendly with the Canaries this summer. 

In a letter to the fans, Adams said: “As a 
15-year-old boy I never imagined I would 
have achieved what I have so far in my 
short career, and Dartford has given me the 
privilege to pull on the shirt and experience 
first team football and this is something I 
will be forever grateful for. 

“I will keep in contact with the club, be 
down to see you play whenever I can and 
always look for the results. 

“I wish you nothing but success.” 


BOSS : Dartford’s Tony Burman 


j_ V i. » Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

k^TjOlI Snorts or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport r Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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FROM THE WRITER OF THE LADY IN THE VAN 



or miniature 
masterpieces. 


Singl 

Spies 

times 

By Alan Bennett. 

THE 

TUE 8 - SAT 12 MAR 


MARLOWE 

marlowetheatre.com bkgfee) 


THEATRE 

01227 787787 (bkg fee) 
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